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ſets his view of this n mais | in a very as 


light. He b 


ad, mie to vit Mary and 
Martha, the two. n of 8 their 


— | her 6: attention in x preparing 


a proper entertainment for him. She was 
; N about- much ſerving 'H Mary, ne- 
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him in a proper manner, nracebdodl* fide 
reſpect ; yet our Saviour made nb decaunt_ 
of it, as it proceeded not fray that idea af 
his character in which only he was defirdus 
of being regarded and eſteemed, viz. that 
of being a teacher ſent from God, and the 


Saviour of the world. The conduct of 
her ſiſter Mary, who negleQizig this en · 
ternal ſervice and . was" folicitous 


a juſt idea of his character, and Sifcoverad 
that attention and regard which he was 
deſirous to obtain, Was therefore marked 
* him with approbation and eſteem 
From this paſſagg of out Saviour's. lifs 
it is propoſed; in the following diſcourſe, 
to conſider the importance of religion and 
the care of our immortal ſoulsg: When it is 


compared with all thoſe other intereſts of 
life about whieh men are apt to be aareful 
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the different ſprings of happineſs; and plea- 
ſure, implanted in the human breaſt; let 
en ebe cob- 


Ye 


him calmly judge, either. 


ſtitution of his own nature, or from the 
hiſtory and experience of the world, what 
is able to afford the mind of man the 


higheſt ſatisfaction and enjoyment; and he 


will undoubtedly perceive that it muſt _ 


from the two fo Howiz particulars, - Firſt, 
imo! y and peace of an 25. 
proving conſcience, whereby a good man it 


ſatisfied gu himſe}f. Secondly, from con- 


fidence in God, as his Almighty friend 
and the approver of his conduct. Fre rom 
theſe two ſources the good man draws a. 
fatisfaction and enjoyment, far ſuperior to 


what he can recèive from any or from all the 
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outward. e. of this world; n ache : 
ment which is conſtant and immovable, 


independent on the ever varying accidents - 


| of human life ; and (which is a cireum- 


ſtance of infinite importonce, in our preſtnt 
ſoul the ſweeteſt conſolation and ſupport, 
in the ſeaſons of atverſity, and at the hour 
of death. The holy pſalmiſt thus deſcribes 
his experience of the matter: + There hy many = 


that ſay who will flow us any good: Lord, 


wo up the light of thy countenance ee 
ut. Thou baff put gladieſt in my laurt, 0 oe 
Ain i thay ave and ate jadunfhc Er 
Now it muſt be obvious e | 
that theſe important ſprings of happinef@ = 
are opened in the heart of man by religion 
only, or what our Saviour here calls, 0be 
| ene thing needfuh, and the good: part. The 
religious and good man alone can be thus 
. ſatisfied, from himſelf z and his heart net 
nden ing vun, he along * ond 
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— trial of every h 
finiſhes his eſtimate 
his commandments 15 e ae 
man compared with this, he derlares that 
every project or vg wen 
frivolous and vain. $6444 +49: ee Ras 
It is true, that men of th 14-ahigk 
themſelves ſuſſieiently en Kms en 


more but the continuance and inereaſt uf 
rheir poſſeſſions. They find nothing in 
them (they pretend) of that e or 
vanity which the teachers of religion talk 
o much about, and therefore diſregard the 
inſtructions that are given on this ſubject, 
as fanciful and uſeleſs declanmation; © Sdoh 
perſons ought, however, © to inquire, 
if the happineſs which they etijoy; and with 
which they now ſatisfy themſelves, be net 
rather fanciful; owing all its power to a 
falle artificial i portar anne 
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or fancy, riſing i in e rent” 

| ſucceflive periods of life. chat gives | the 
whole influence and charm to the different 
and ſucceſſive enjoymente of the world. 
When the fancy or appetite ſubſides, the 
charm of the enjoyment is diſſolved. Did 
men, therefore, view” the whole ſeries of 
human pleaſures from their earlieſt child- 
hood to the- laſt extremity: of age; 3 in that 
ſtate of mind, and in that point of light 
in which they ought to be conſidered by a 
reaſonable and immortal ereature, they 
would undoubtedly regard them (when 
compared with the enjoyments for which 
their reaſonable natyres were deſigned, and 
which religion is intended to conduct them 
to,) with that ſame indifference, where - 
with we now. regard the pleaſ ures which 
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lier” but for hiicls our er and pech 
is gone. Viewing the capueities of man, 
and the noble purpoſes for which his facul- 


ties were given him, the ext 


pleaſures of the world would how pear to us 
in the ſame light in which a man in ripet 
age reflects i the toy and Ties of 4 
child. | 28 
It is argue 


*y' vi, by men of the world, 


in defence of their enjoyments, that whe- . 


ther they proceed froth a rational, or fan- | 
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ciful conception of their nature and imps 


happineſs and fatisfaRion ; an happineſs, 
with which they are content, and wherein 
they are unwilling to de interrupted, ot 
fiſturbed, —Juft fo, ate children ſatisfied 
with the trifles and toys of childhood, are 


 Aifpleaſed and fretted, when we attempt to 


interrupt their frivolous amuſements, with £ 


a view to lead them to the worthier pur- 


its and „ of maturer age, But 
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ebildiſhneſs and folly; or could a wo 
deſal them, than to he ſuſteved to 
proceed: to. the end of life in the frivol 
amuſements of their earlier years? 15 
Frem the chats tit 
ſuggeſied, it ſufficiently appears, that teli- 
| gion is the ane thing needficl,. or an object 
the firſt impartance, although we were to 
conſider mankind in no other light, than a8 
inhabitants of this preſent world. In the 
courſe of a zeligious life, a: man enjoys the 
peaceful approbation of bis on heart, an 
humble confidence. in God, and the- de- 
ligbtful proſpect of a bleſſed immortality. 
In a different cqurſt of life, he muſt either 
ſuffer the reproach and condemnation of a2 
guilty conſcience; .. or, to prevent it, he 
muſt live in perpetual abſence from himſelf. 
He muſt, withal, ſeparate himſelf. from 
God, and live aan gener bn the noms 
forts of, his fi fris1 wdr Being e Gas 
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it be obſerved, that if nothing more ig . 
meant, by the above account, than this; 
that men are led by their different inclinay , 
tions, and taſtes. of life, to different p 


oppoſite. enjoyments; that the. higheſt . | 


joyment they are capable of receiving: oon. 
als in⸗ the gratification of their preſent - 
taſte, (ſo long as it remains) and that ĩ = 
their. preſent ſtate of mind, nothing elſe 
can give them any real happineſs or plea-. 
ſure; all this is true, but. nating to the 
purpoſe with a view to which it is allege | 3 
The material queſtion still remains to be NA 
Ph Mm. 5 
important difference, to wann 1 
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5 which the mind of man is N 5 


6 ne bs, tags; more eds choje. mas . 
ture, and afford a more complete and e 
 hviſite enjoyment; and, withal, more per- 
manent and durable? If this is found to be 
the caſe, from thence we muſt conclude, 
that, independent upon fancy, there id a 
true and a falſe reliſh- of happineſs and plea- 
ſure and a reaſon given from the frame 
and conſtitution of our dere, for: diſtin - 
uiſhing and making a proper choice | 
_ amongſt the different dnjoyments of which 
we are ſuſceptible. Were the matter others 
wiſe, was every pleaſure to be dermed of 
equal worth, and the worth of it to be de. 
termined, only by the appetite and celifivof | 
enen Ee Ro Fama was, 
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ceived. in their true 3 4 proper 5 light. 
There is but one poſition or point of yiew 
in which à portrait, landſcape, or any 
other viſible object can. be placed, in order 

to form a juſt idea of its figure or defign.: 3 

in like manner we form no juſt idea of 
the right conduct jt deſign. of human | 
life, but by placing it in the light of its 
connexion with eternity. Till we enter 
calmly into this view of it, all the judg- 
ments which we form, either of ourſelves - 
or of our different purſuits and enjoyments | 
in this world, are but the miſtaken vow 


| henfions or deceits of human fancy : | 


reſemble thoſe images which paſs before us 


in a dream 3 or, what i 13 worſe, they are , 
the dreams of  bappineſs and pleaſure which | 


leep, when he ought 
to be awake = ative to ſave himſelf from 


miſery. A captive bound in chains dreams 


he is à prince, when he ought to be en | 
1 in W himſelf from flavery. 
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8 ſhipwreck; 4 he is in a a Vafe and deli 
Tous abode, when he ſhould be exe ting 
his activity to fave himſelf from periſing. 
Such is is th Rate of every man, according 
to the views iews that are given us in che gol 
pel, wks fartabies himſelf with the i ntergſts 
and pleaſures of this world, We to 
the approach of 2 future judgm dgmient and 
eternal world. Surely, 'S oy HORA, 
* 4g get "them, i. e. ( the to 
Proſper i in the world N in Appen les 
caſtedft them dnwn into deftrutftion: © 
are they brought into deſolation ir a moment. 
they are utterly conſumed with 3 errors. 4 
aà dream when one awakath, fo, 0 wa, 
thou awakeft thou ſhalt deſpiſe their im 
Things re either great or Aittloity 


"ble is" made of t Wa 


; * 125 ö Faq 571 age 85 


S 1 


4 
| 
* 


f who, believed be was to live an hundred | 


ereatures ſt * laſts, 
day, the duration of an hou be 
deemed. a conſiderable period. 0 0 crea- 
tures that exiſt through the compaſt of a 
year the duration of an hour, is 3 A a much 
leſs, conſiderable thing. Te. one — ex- 
iſts for ſixty, eighty, « or an hundred year 16. 
the ſame duration of an hour muſt appea ar 
ſcarcely of any conſequence at all. On 

the ſame. natural ſenſe, of things, the whole 

of our. exiſtence in this: world for fixty, 
eighty, or. an bundred years, | muſt. appear 
a very little thing to him. who views it i in 8 


the light of i Its connex ion with eternity. 
Would a man of common underſtandin 8 


years, reckon it of any co conſequence t to be 
aſſured, that for a day, a month, or even 
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for a ear, the happineſs and comfort of 
his life was ſufficiently ſecured ; whilſt, 
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, "7 4 * 2? 


her periods of his life. 


——_ 


—_— WS 
a | „ 4 * —— _ * 
* CIR i · . (Os; FE TONS”; == on 
L Y BED PO CINE $. v Mg 2 R We OY LV 54 
f ' 4 We 
34 4 . $ $ e 4 


r rr 


nue Alien would: the whole of basta 5 
life appear, did we enter into a juſt view _ 
and impreſſion of that future ſtate of out 
Exiſtence which the gofpel hath revealed. | 
The apoſtle Paul hath given a | 

b 0 autiful and Rrong deſeri ption of the 5 
manner in which a Chriſtian ought | 
Rand affected to "the intereſts and con- 
nerions of this world, confldefed in this 
view of them; ; * But this I ay, brethren, the 
tim time is Hort; i g t remaintth, that both they that 
Fave Wives, | 4 be as though they had none none, and ” 
- they that wee p, af though they wept not, au 1 
they that. rejoice, 4 as though they rejorced notg X 
3 they that buy, as though they 22 Ned not, 5 

nd they that uſe this world, as not abuſmig it y 

the apoſtle* 8 argument, in the follow ng 
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words, is ſignificant and beautiful. 3 
Fallen ef this world paſſeth away. . "The, ori- 

- expreſſion i Is, , the feene of this world 0 
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importance. when they ſhall arrive. But 
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and tremendous beyond imagination; and 
. to take it into 


bir with the fame ue ue of ci 
9 not — oblie Parks mo 
ment to reſiſt the evit of its importance 
and authority. Thoſe vain apologies by | 
-which-the' ſinner. juſtifies himſelf i iet 6 
ing it from his attention and regar 
tempts to ſtifle his gonviRion d truth, 
would fly deen anche enen of 
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e wh pranks aa no more . 
ſilent ſpectator of his works yet. whuld 
every ſinner be conſtrained at length to pro» 
nounce a ſolemn condemnation ofchimſelf. 
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tainty in every other buſineſs an earth? 
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dis reapitig che Fruits of harveſt? n 
father neglect the education of a ſon for th 
buſineſs of manhood z becauſe, poſibly, the 
fon may die before” he is; 2 man, or may 
abuſe the means of education that are given 
him? Why then do men deſpiſe religion, 
becauſe of the ſuppoſed uncertainty of ith 
effects? le r mar) a evi- 


Iron a negate ruler of 


for the arrival of thoſe events, on the pro» 
in this world proceed? It there is, it is 
not want of evidence, but of honeſty and 
candour, wer eren from ſeeing and 


equal ade for living out de-de 
requiſite for the accompliſhment of his 
commertial eiemes, or that they will he. 
"bs ceording to his 1 bas 
the righteous nn $4.4 che united voice o 


_— bins for et "that his labour in the 
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Let us, however, for once, nen ahi 
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Nen mum wy is a a matter only of cen. 
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 ligion is deſpiſed. But if his principles are 
true, he is to be for ever happy; whilſt ne 
other is unhappy, and undone for ever. 
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needſul. If he has gone upon a m „ 
his condition, however, can be no worſe 
than the condition of the man by whom re- 


Upon the ſame conceſſion, what is to be 
deemed the difference of their ſituation, in 
this preſent life? The religious man may 
think himſelf obliged to renounce the im- 
moral and diſhoneſt pleaſures of the world, 
which (God knows) add little to the hap- 
pineſs of life; in place of them, he pur» 
chaſes the peaceful conſciouſneſs. of inno- 
cence, a joyful confidence in God, and 
the tranſporting proſpect of a bleſſed. im- 
mortality; and, ſuppoſing all this to be 
a dream, it is, however, the moſt delight - 
| er entered into the heart of 
man. But the man n by whom religion is 
neglected or deſpiſed, can, by all his efforts, 
n nothing more than me intempe · 
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| heves, and rejoices in the belief, thas there 


ia a. God ho made, and rules the world in 


which he lives 3 that righteouſneſs is the 
rule, and law of his adminiftration; that 


righteous men, and will reward them with 
immortal happineſs beyond the gravy 
The irreligious man e e or a * 


dence, or moral government ine nary 


that piety and virtue are the dreams of es 
dulous and ſimple. men; that all the wi 
and worthy perſons that ever have appeared, 
o ſhall appear in any age or. nation under 
heaven, ſhall, at the end of life, fink with 
the. zeſt, of mankind into nothing. Theſe: 
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are the al ey on a hich he can 
derive tranquillity and comfort. His courſe 
of life unavoidably diſpoſes him to bate and 
d ne Wrede e of jad and 
the man who i is ; upright i in | heart, To "be 
ſinner, they are the objects of hatred or 
dread; and .. his only conſolation. and 
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This being * His and. gbvious foot- 
ing on which the righteous and the finner 
ſtand, can we heſitate. a moment in deter- 
mining which of them has choſen the bet- 
ter part ? Let every man preſent, who bath 
ears to hear, or an heart to underſtand, 


hearken, Judges. ane, enn for him 
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Were we to ſuppoſe, that fame heavenly 


_ meſſenger, or one of our departed friends, 


was juſt now to appear. in our aſſembly, 


and to call upon us in the nun orf God, 
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und warn us of the danger of neglecting it; 
would we riſe from the aſſembiy, Nr as 


thoughtleſs and indifferent he 


as we were before? or would not ſuch 2 


fingular admonition awraken our moſt ſeri- 
ous attention and regard? Ah! brethren, 
is it not of equal certainty, and of equal 


conſequence, as if its truth and import. 


ance were declared in this: null Sag 
awful manner? 1 O23 16 0 
In ancient times, PREY. endowed 
with ſpecial wiſdom. and authority, » 
raifed by Providence to preach this ſolemn 
leſſon to the world; ®* Fear God, and keep 
his £« nents ; for this. is the whole of 
man; for God will bring every work int 


| Judgment, with every fecret thing, whether it 
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will not hedrken t to the rt man, 
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here. The Son of God came down from 
beaven, to teach, and inculcate this im- 
portant doctrine. Mden the Son of Man 
ſhall come in his glory, and all the holy angels 
with him, then ſhall he fit upon the throne of 
his glory ; and before him ſhall be gathered all 
nations ; and he ſhall Jeparate' them one from 
another, as a ſbtpherd divideth his ſheep from 
the goats and he Jhall ſet the ſheep'on his right 
hand, but the goats on his left. "Then ſhall 
the King ſay to them on Bis" right handy 
Come ye Bleſſed of my Father, inherit the _ 
dom arijarilt Jay z fre nation f 
te world. — Then "ſhall "be fay al to then 
on the En hand, Depart om me ye cur) 
into everlaſting” fire, prepared 
and his angels, And e _—_ into 
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is important leſſon from the Son of G God; 
Ps you are. careful, and troubled 40 bowl 
fe many things, one thing i is 'needful. | 


When the holy apoſlle Paul ct | 


the doctrine of a future judgment to the 


Chriſtians at Corinth, he immediately add- | 


ed; ®: Knowing the terrors of the Lord we 
perſuade men. Knowing the terrible eala- 
mities that were to fall upon the heads of 
wicked men at the future judgment of t the 
world, his compaſſionate and feelin g heart 
would not ſuffer. him to be ſilent on t he 
ſubject; but excited bim to exert his. ut⸗ 
moſt influence to appriſe his brethren of 


their. danger. "When. the merciful. Re- 


deamer looked.upon the city of Jeruſalem, 
and foreſaw its approaching deſolation, we 


melted into tears, and cried, +0, Fermſa- 
lem, OE ie even thou, «lms 
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think, there” ate ſore” fir tlie Kemi 
(God knows ho- ry nd ard falt 
proaching to the future judgment, and 
eternal world, totally regardleſs of theſe 
terrors of the Tord, and not exert the ut- 
moſt efforts in his' power to warn them of 
their danger; or not feel ſomewhat of that 
tenderneſs, and pity, which moved the 
Son of God, when he beheld n and 
wept. 

Bleſſed God! can a more affecting pro- 
ſpect be preſented to the eye of man, than 
a multitude of reaſonable ſouls, made to 
be for ever happy in the manſions of 
eternal life, hurrying through this tran- 


ſitory world to che manſions of eternal 
woe ? | 
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tances. He begins ar 4 his eben- 
tions with this affectionate addreis; O, that 
men would praiſ thi Lord for. Bis goodneſs.— 
To this addreſs he adds, in the b! now: 
read; Let tham-exalt- Nins alſo in the congre= 
gation 2 the people, and pro him in __ 
calls on men 8 praiſe the ar; not cok 
by themſelves, or in retirement from the 
World, but in ſociety with one anoth r 8 
or in the public aſfemblies of the faints, 3 


0 2 congregation of the. perple, and the 
em. by of tl the eldersy we are to underſtand, 
Wen ioue  alſemblies-of the Iſraelites, 
which met together with a view to wor- 
ſkip God, in the place appoitited for thit 
facrdd exerciſt; onder the direction of thoſe, 
who; by their offices Were appointed 
preſide in itheſe aſſemibl ies. From the t 
ir is propoſed}; ro eomfider- the! oblizativits- 
men are under eviworſhip God, in & ſocial 
eee 2 — tlie ini- 
portance 


ought to be 
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portatice of this duty. But before e cn 5 
rey: on: Wis bee it . de ann, 


relaions in which be ſtands to u, and the 
oblige we are under t6- his good neſs; 
ought, in reaſon; te awalken in our hearts: 
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dity. Net baſe: affeRions, when they 
are directed towards God, "_ 3 — 
attention to his ch: . er and providence 
conſtitute the interna 
worſhip, or what our. Saviour-| 
the worſhip of God, in ſpirit and i 28 
and it is impoſſible to aſſign a reaſon. why 
theſe moral feelings i in the heart of man, 
ſhould, on all other juſtoccaſions, de excited 
and approved ; and why they ſhould not be 
equally excited. and approved by a ſuitable 
attention to the nature and providence of 
God, or why the abſence of ens: Rong 
not be equally condemned. 5 
The obligations we are 1 to as 
ſerve, what I have called the external 
part of divine worſhip, may likewiſe be 
obvious to every one. Every affection i in 
the heart of man is improved by exerciſe: 
and the only way to give the virtuous af. | 
fections of the heart a proper. influence and 
aſcendant in our character, is to exerciſe 
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preſſed for this religious exerciſe. Solo- 
mon, the greateſt and the wiſeſt of the 
kings of Ifrael, had it reſerved to him, 4 


the glory of his reign, to build the temple 
of the living God ; an honour which had 


been refuſed to his father David. Our 
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than Solomoti, gave a reg! lar attendance on 
the public worſhip of his father e wet” 
every ſabbath-day, we are meg into 
the ſynagogue; and this part of bie on- 
an; was 4 well Thongs, that being ab- 


Kiste feltivals of Pe Jews 5 , It was 
obſerved dy the people with furp riſe.” In 
conſequence of theſe examples; the apo- : 
ſtles, ſoon after. the. aſcenſion of their maſ- 
ter, met. together with the reſt of the diſ- 
ciples, ang were employed in breaki 8 of 
bread and in Prayers, (that is) in the wor- 
ſhip of God, according to the model off 
the Chriſtian instution- In order to er- 
petuate this religious practice in the Chris ; 
tian church, peculiar gifts were given and- 
religious officers. ordained to ditect the 
worſhip of Chriſtian aſſemblies; and to 
edify the church of Chriſt, * He gave font 
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fares, are, in their own nature * holy; 


, and god ; and ſubh as the renſon and 
eon ſeienoeb of men mut, on the footing o 
their own excellence approve; It is! an 
agreeable antf aſcful exereife, aid ie tends 
Frei c. t6 | excite 5 | 
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conſtitution. of our o. nature, and the 
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4 Which rg bare with he great 
object of their worſhip... As every ſingle | 
man has a ſeparate dependance upon God, 
and-is under ſeparate and ' perſonal obliga- 
tions to his goodneſs, ; ſo the whole bu 
man race in general, and every articular 
. | ſociety with which we are connected, are 
| equally dependant upon God, and ere un- 
| der peculiar obligations to his goodneſs, ",., 
The general. obligations we are under to 
worſhip God ariſe from the perfections of 
his nature; * 1 diſplays which. he has 
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are made in common to us all, and we 


are all equally dependant on his power and 


The beautiful and beneficial 
frame of nature diſplays, equally to every 
manſhip of his hand. The ſun ſhining 


from the heavens enlightens and enlivens 


us all at once, and the earth yields: the 
riches of his bounty in common to us all. 
The bleſſed ſcheme: of our redemption by 


the ſon of God, was contrived and is in- 
tended for the benefit of every one to whom 


it is revealed. V hen the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt delivered the inſtructions of the 


goſpel, when he died and roſe again, he 


became the author HF ſalvation to all who 


| ſhould: obey him. In ſhort, the principal 
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buman race. ſhould, worſhip him tagen 
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in heaven. This, the preſent imperfes- 
tian of aur nature nat admitting, it ought 
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muſt accompany the publie worſhip af 
our Maker from this circumſtance in che 


conſtitution of our nature. That man is 


a ſocial ereature (that is) fitted by the au- 
thor of his being, to live and purſue the 
ends of his exiſtence i in ſociety, is univer- 


ally acknowledged. A principal eireum- 


ſtance to be obſerved in this part of our 
conſtitution, is, that all the natural feelings 
and affections of the heart are accompanied 
with certain outward ſigns whereby they 
appear to the view and bſervation of thoſe 
who are around N _ pony pro they are 

thus expreſſed, they immedi . 
their influence, 5 by Gaia e the 
like affections in the breaſts of our com- 
panions; and that when they are excited 
in this ſocial and ſympathetie manner, 
zy and warmth. Thus joy of grief, fear, 
nn or lov when they- are excited | 
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thoſe by whom they are © 


ections of the human heart will 
found to hold equally. in the exereiſe of 
thoſe: devout — 4 which: we are 


as much as any other 


| theſe ee affections are ſeldomer ae 
to that degree of ſtrength which is requi- 


He conprepation of the eople, we felt the full 
| of *thels tions, — him 
a 3 which 
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the works 
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which the. ben 2 


tice, to awaketvin our hearts; 
in ſpite of us, appear in the our 
religious aſſemblies” ;. und every ſerious 


worſhiper of God would thereby feel Him- 


ſelf enlivened and enlarged, much beyond 
what he finds hi 


” 


pſalms, his deſire of being 
God, and of; joining there in the ſervice of 


his Maker with the 3 * the Coral 


and the aſſembly of the elders.” 


From all that hath been faid on this head 
we may with certainty conclude, that God 
intended men ſhould be united together it in 


ſociety, in order to worſhip ad {A's h 
Creator and preſerver of their being, as 


well as to promote all my other important 


purpoſes of human rere other fa-* 


__ of man is cartte: to its n 


7 


ü my of "wa e 
which he hasdone, ought, in 77 


aſelf capable of, in a dif- 
ferent ſituation. This is probably the FT 
reaſon why the holy pfalmiſt-fo frequently : 

and ſo fervently expreſſes, in his book of 
in the houſe of 


$5 0. raus, Worſhip. 


and perfection by a ſocial ah with 
is fellow - men: this will be found equally 
the. caſe. in that peculiar faculty, by which 


be i 18 qualiſed to be the worſhiper of C od, the 
It i is therefore the voice of Nature, -and in 
the voice of God, the Author of our na- en 
ture, that men ſhould exalt Him in the cons Wl oft: 
mum of the people, and yraifs Hime indie Bl © 
affembtly of the elders. oF the 
The preceding argument, founded on tha 
* ſocial conſtitution of our nature, Ie» and 
exives an additional and a peculiar: fo ce 1 
W the, faculty of ſpeech dy which we N 
5 bru ies is 

; wrath; as 1 5 the faculty of reaſon and intel · * 
ligence. Can it eee the 
CE * 
cip 
in 


gre in ole to promos thls i e 
e | x 1 
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and the ſubjects of his rackonal and my ral 
kingdom? If "this faculty of ſpeech - 5 
deemed a mark: of our pre-eminence n 
| the beaſts, does nat the employment of it 
in the praiſe of God, put this pre- emi- 
nence in the ſtrangeſt light ? It has been 
often and juſtly obſerved, that the dignity 
of the human nature, above the nature of 
the beaſts, principally appears in this; 
that man alone is capable of the knowledge 
and worſhip of the Deity; chat he alone 7 
is able to abſerve thaſe diſcoveries af his 
being and porfectiona, which are given by 
his works. We may extend the thought 
and make this farther, obſeryatian;; That 
the dignity of human ſuriety, whereby is 
is diſtinguiſhed from the brutal herds, prin- 
cipally appears. in this; that while -theſs 
inferior animals, prompted by the animal 
inſtinẽts of their nature, flock together,” 
only. far their mutual defence, and the 
continuance. of their brutal life, men are 
formed into ſocigty; in order to a joint 
adora- | 


"to kgs each 2 knowledge. of hi 
works; and by ſympathy and fellow. feel 
ws 0 mag., and to animate the: devotio 
Wit out inddiag 8 on | (china | 
ment, we may. eee 
tural ſenſe. of every man. © Does: *. 
nity of the human a in any 
appear in a ſtronger light, than avhen. 2 
numerous ee N in amity 
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Er ble 7 men . 
8 neee, 


rr wo with * moch digg 
any period of his life, or in any 
of his grandeur, as when, at the dedics- 


tion of the temple, he appeared upon the 
bead af a numerous aſſembly of his people; 
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and, on his bended knee 
lifted: up to heaven; dd 4 
the flcred hiſtorian ume on ; ocraion-6 - 
that glorious ſolemnity dor did ibes 
of Iſrael appear, at any pilods of their hi 
tory, in a more *.reſpeRabl, t. 
when, after the exampl 
they proſtrated themſelves before the Ma- 
jeſty of God, and joined together i in = 
ſolemn homage, which was then addr eſſed 
to the King du Kings, ant; Lord 9 
LI,, 5 25 e 
zaͤly, Let it ty Re le that, the duty, 
recommended in the text, is an excellent, 
mean of preſerving in the minds of men a. 
ſenſe of their dependance upon God, and 
of the obligations they arg under to his: 
ſervice, The arguments | bitherto | ſug⸗ 
geſted, repreſent the obligations to this 
duty, which ariſe from its own natiye ex- 
cellence; its connection with the frame 
ul conſtitution of our ute, and from the, 


EDN ETEY this” world: The & ment, 
„Wan Þ is Tera Eve bee 
e, oy Co dar 1 e f 5 10 1 


had 3 of de 

world, wee ts de kene to 4 feng 

the obligaions hy are under to his p- 
 villerier, © may be obvious 66 every, oi 

Were k left to tlie chbicg of 1 

to put himſelf in mind of his dependitiee 
upon God, and ef ''W obligations he is 

under to his g50dri6fs}, Withbur being calle? 

upon; by any eternat public form of wells 

gious worſhip;. we Have reaſon to apple 

ö Hertd that che greater part of mafikind 

would fink into a total forgetful nes of 

God, and of every religious obligatiell; 

and it is probable, tfat what ſenſt of reli 

gion remains in the minds of metz ir 

_ nor owe its otigitt, yet, in 4. 

| ſat 
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meaſure, owes its preſetyation, atid con 
tinuance, to this ondinanet of Ged. \c; 
ſolema admonition to mankind of theit de- 
Fe This . have been the 
a bee ae eſtabliſhed in che: Jovi 
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and their own ne n om his 


mand in * an sf idolatry... This 
uſeful tendency of public worſhip is ſv. ob 
vious, that they who are diſpoſed tolafſer- 
its importance, haue, however, repreſentedi 
it as an engine of ſtate, contrived! to oven 

awe the conſciances ak men, and profere 
the order of. ſociety. This repreſentation; = 
& the. matter dos, at-lealty imply an ab 
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ment of this world, by the one tuue Got, 


= 
: 
6 
* 
| 
£ 
N 


r nne e 


rof their / mannotu ll | 


aan rn — 
enn WY © 
. 


3 


— 


EO, or oa 
te rn Ons 
53 


* 
. 


—— — 


Fe 
— 


4 


* 


if 


fa, 8 
*s 2 


— 


2 


8 
— . —Ay—„— 2. —— — 
f 5 Ts V 
* — - 


r 
99 


r 


— 
— —— no 


* ; 
* 


— — 


1 


— 


* 


I 


— — — — "64 
— — 
. ——ꝛ— — 
. * 1 
's Fs 
* 

* 

* 


i for 0 ne 
as their common frien 
their hope of living tog 
friendſhip; in the kingdom of 
in this fituation-thiyy: apc be wech 0 * 
" — ee 


% M . e LW TITS Lv ROO IEeTLE» "7 


0 ae and kata aden att 
hearts. In ſuch aſſemblies,” wer * 
and ae is NL”; 4 
tual e been 


We ſtand toget 2 on A perfect le in thi 

preſence of our Maker; having" all of us 
the ſame deſites and hopes; the ſame obli⸗ 
gations, and the ſame ſenſe of 2 
or guilt, to acknowledge in | preſenee: 
The conſideration of one another in theſe 
mild and pacific views, tends greatly to 
ſweeten the affections of the heart of man, 
vor. III. — * „ 
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we afetibe Mis iunendy oye” Here the d ade 
| eft and beſt affections of the ul z the love 
and praiſe of infinite perfe@tion, and all the 
ſoft endearments of mutual benevolence 
and friendſhip mingling together, will fil | 
the ſpirits of the juſt, wih a jo un ; 
and full of gloaty. To learn this fuered: wo 
ployment upon earth Is, therefote, ehis tant; 
mediate and moſt effectual preparation for 
the future ' happineſs and glory of the hea- 
venly Res? * * | 
Having u dasebussg to 4 * 
obſigations' men _ que to — the 
with a few” : een. on the 
633 
ith Ler us be Hai) to Wr 1 
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importance of this duty, 
our conduR that regard which"? is x") to 
its importance, It is now ob tved almoſt 
by every man, and has been for ſome time 
paſt the complaint of ſerious and thoughts 
fu perſons chat a difregatd for the public 
F a 5 offices 
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be that national proſperity, and its-uſual 


eonſequences, diſſipation and luxury, have 
led us to diſmiſs that ſerious ſenſe of God, 


which prevailed in the days of our for 


fathers; or, that, avoiding the extreme of 


ſuperſtition - and formality, which it 


be thought was the deſtinction of the for- 


mer age, we have, by a falſe refine 


and according to the uſual weakneſs of hu: 


manity, run into the oppoſite extreme 


whateyer be the cauſe, the fact itſelf is un · 


deniable; that as different ages have been 
diſtinguiſhed by different ſorts of errors and 


extremes, the deplorable diſtinction of the 


preſent age is a growing diſregard for the 
public worſhip, of the Deity, i. the congre- 


gation of his people. : 


It is therefore the duty of 5 00 
i 2 and 


0 * Pie: influence that at Peoriden 


man, by his example and auth 
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offices of reli igion, is a growing evil i in th 
age and place of the world wherein we live, 
Whatever be the cauſe of it, whether, it 
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has given dich, to Geck the progreſs of this 
evil. If the public worſhip of God be of 
ſuch authority, uſefulneſs, and moment, 
as has been deſcribed, no man can live in 
the neglect of it, or ſeem to approve of 
that neglect of i it, which ſo much prevails 
in the preſent age, without the guilt 1 | 
a very criminal and hurtful immorality. 

Let no man think, that becauſe his own 
particular improvement is not much con- 
cerned in the public inſtitutions of religion, 
he may therefore be excuſed for with- 
drawing from them his attendance and re- 
gard. Were the truth, which is alledged 
in this apology, to be ſuſtained, (which, 
however, it is believed, will not be inſiſted 
on by any one who is piouſly diſpoſed) it 
would ſtill remain to be the duty of every 
man to promote, by his example, a regard 
for theſe ſacred inſtitutions; becauſe of their 
importance to the virtue and happineſs of 
the far greater part of mankind; and be- 
cauſe of the fatal conſequences, that would 
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and contempt of then nor let any bits 
gon that becauſe * nb 0 
3 learn it, "poſſibly, to better 
Purpoſe. by himſelf, he may therefore be 


excuſe] from attending the public offices of | 


piety. The principal deſign of theſe ſa- 
cred inſtitutions, is not ſo much to increaſe 
our religious knowledge,” as to quicken 
and increaſe the devotion of dur heats; and 
in this view the obſervation of them 
equally incumbent upon every man. 


2d, Let it be our care, when we praiſe 


the Lord in the congregation of the people, that 


we do it with that in ward piety, and hom- | 


age of the heart, which God requires, asf 
chief importance in this ſacred exerciſe. 


ud it a ſpirit, ſays our Saviour, and thy | 


that worſhip Him, muſl worſhip Him in ſpirit 
and in truth, To worſhip him in this man- 
ner, is to do it with thoſe ſpiritual aid 
roue affectjons in the heart, which? 


o John iv, 24 


ly Gow We & total diſcontinvaie 7 
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evireſpoaivut to the natute of toe out- 
ward acts of homage in which we are emi 
ployed ; ſo as that the laſt of theſe mby be 
the native image and-expreflion of the firſt. 
And if we thus. worſhip God, in ſpirit and 
in truth, our worſhip: will produce a gra- 
vity and -reverence in the whole of our de- 
portment in the houſe of God. Every 
degree of oſtentation, or hypocriſy, is adious 
and deteſtable. Nevertheleſs, were our 
thoughts etnployed, and our hearts affected, | 
in the manner they ought to be in the pub. 
lic offices of piety, this would immediately 
appear in the outward form of our religious 
aſſemblies. The form of godlineſs may be, 
indeed, where the power of it is not; but 
ſcarcely can the power of it obta whete 
the form is not, The marks of inattention, 
indifference, or levity, which are ſome - 
times to be ſeen in the houſe of God, can- 


not therefore be thought conſiſtent with 


thoſe exerciſes of the heart in which we 
„ profeſs 


4 Public W 


profeſs to be engaged; and che = | 
an our religious aſſemblies. 
1.80 3d, Let it be our care, that e 
for the public offices of religion be acc. 
panied with, a ſuitable behaviour in evety / 
other cireumſtance of life: No acts of reli. 
Sious worſhip, whether they be of a pu lie, 
or "Private nature, can be acceptable to 
God, unleſs they are joined with integrity 
"= life, and, thoſe fruits of righteouſniſs, 
which are by Feſus ' Chrift to the glory 
. praiſe of God. Nay, the ſcriptures teach us 
to confider all outward acts of piety; a | 
_ deſigned to be the means of our imptove- 
ment in moral rectitude, and holineſs" | 
life; and that without this connection, 
they are hateful in the ſight of God. The | 
ſacrifice - of the withed i is abomination. '''4 He 
that turneth away his tar from e ee 
even 0 nh: Pr a a an N 
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:Þ * obſervation. merits the particular 
attention of thoſe who eſteem the public 


worſhip of their Maker; as it is the ſureſt 
method of preſerving its credit and eſteem. 

Let ſuch pious perſons convince the world, 
by the diſtinguiſhed - purity and virtue of 
their lives, that public worſhip i is a rational 
and uſeful inſtitution: and let it be re- 
membered, that if thoſe who attend upon 
it are not, by its influence, improved i in 
their moral conduct, and do not appear in 
any other circumſtance of life, to be uſe- 
fuller and better men; much more if the 
world can obſerve the like ſymptoms of de- 
pravity in thoſe who worſhip God, as in 
thoſe who do it not; if they can obſerve 
the ſame marks of avarice and ſordid attach- 
ment to the intereſts of this world, the ſame 
diſingenuity, and falſehood, the ſame un- 
governable pride anger, or revenge, this 
muſt have a very powerful tendency 1 to con= 
firm the irreligious part of mankind in their 
contempt 
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it is eaſy to perceive the wiſdom and im- 
Portance of appropriating ſome particulir 
time for the public tren the Deity N 
As ſoon as God had appointe bſe 
tion of this duty amongſt the. Jens . 
preſcribed the obſervation of the Sabbath; 
and it - muſt be nnen? 
gives attention to the matter, that it b 
hoved each of theſe to reſt upon the ſame 
authority. Had it been left to the choice of 
non, he ſhould publicly pay his homage to 
the Deity, we have reaſon to believe, that 
from men's habitual ĩnattention to matters | 
of a religious nature, and their inceſſant , 
avocations of bufineſs or : pleaſure, this 
ſacred exerciſe muſt hal ſoon fallen into 
diſuſe. It ought alſo to be remembered, 
that as the obſervation of this -” requires 
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that communities ſhould meet 8 
religious aſſemblies; therefore had the time 
for doing it been leſt to the choice of every 
ſeparate community, this muſt have pro» 
duced much confuſion in ſociety, and oo- 
caſioned many hurtful in Ps per, in 1 | 
_ uſeful buſineſs of 80 


portance of this 3 inſets, we — 

wiſe acknowledge that fixing the time on 
which it was to mmm 
It has gh confefled ay thoſe ſhots 
fider things only in the light of their poli- 

. tical importance, that the ſabbath is a 
wiſe and humane contrivance, as it gives 
to the working plirt of mankind ſome re- 
ſpite from thoſe laborious and fervile-of- 
hces which might otherwiſe be too ſevere, 
and totally exhauſt their ſtrength. But ſuch 
perſons 


n # 
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| perſons. RI likewiſe to — n 


would be the conſequence of the ſabbath's | 


being regarded merely as an interval of la- 


bour, but not as a day conſecrated ted to the 
worſhip of the Deity.” Have we not the 


greateſt reaſon to believe that, in that caſe, 


it would be turned into a day of riot and 
diſorder. The active ſpirits of men - 


be employed. If they are not employed in 
uſeful induſtry or in the duties of 4c 


they will probably be employed in what 
anke and pernicious. Suppoſe then 


that all the working part of mankind were 


every. ſeventh day to be diſeharged frem 
their uſual induſtry; and being thus dt. 


tion or fancy 5 dad, it is 


bath would become a very impolitical and 


ee one: * on the principle of 


public 


eaſy to perceive, that "inſtead of being 2 
prudent or humane contrivance, the ſab- 
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public ſpirit and. bumanity, thould every 
gi man endeayour. to ,promote * | 
Een. obſervation of * r 0:05 
"Nook offered. theſe eee on he . 
importance of public worſhip, I would 
beg leave to finiſſ the diſcourſe with an 
obſervation ſuited to the particular aan by 
ſion and place of our preſent meeting. 
As the place in which we are now a 
ſrmbled, and.to.which y we have been called to 
| praiſe the Lord, is. henceforth to be appro- 
priated to this ſacred ſervice, - and to. have 
the honourable appellation. of The houſe of 
Ged; we ought therefore, henceforth to re- 
verence this place, on his account whoſe . 
name it is. to bear, and for whoſe priſe ens 
ſervice it is to be reſerved. : 85 
Our bleſſed Saviour has ett informed 
us +, that neither at . Jeruſalem. nor. any 
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» This diſcourſe was preached at the opening of st. 
Andrew's church i in Glaſgow, in Nov, 1755 © 


- John iv, 3. e 
. one 


ae of God are to worlhip hit e 
Piri and in wrath, in every p nc! 
every nation upon earth. Neveithele iy 
God fill | requires he public praiſe and fer- 
vice öf his people; as he has ptomiſed his 
peculiar blefficig on their religious Affen: 
des; there is ſome Kind of reverence ane 
 veneration due to the Place which is"ap- 
propriated to this facred uſe; ſuch, it 
Teaft, as may awa ben chat regard and at- 
tention to the name and preſence” of God 
| who Ie there do be adore, * On' occaſion, 
refore, of our preſent” meeting, we may, 
withour the charge of ſuperſtition, rec 
it our duty to lift up our united prayers 
that the bleffing of the God of Zion may 
henceforth reft upon this houſe. That the 
congregation: of his people may. never, 
| henceforth, aſſemble in this houſe without 
feeling that devout regard and reverence. 
es ” which 


On Public Way. + 


ahich i is due to the name of God. That 


the prayers and praiſes of his people, in 
this houſe, i be graciouſly accepted by 
him. That the religious inſtru ctions 

which ſhall be delivered in this houſe, 
may be felt to de the wiſdom and the power 
F God: and that the people of the Lord 
may never come into nor retire from the | 
facred ſervice of this houſe without becom- | 
ing holier and better men, more thoroughly | 
furniſhed unto all good works. * That, in 

fine, when the preſent generation of his 
people ſhall, have left the ſtage, a people 
ut unborn e. him here. Amen. 
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| — in ſpirit and u. troub 
fer 1d, Wed. ae, er, ined him e 
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this man w. Houle; 2 not n died Ab BY 
th to | the grave. worth 


etſes now read con Aids art of 
| the narrative which the evangeliſt 
| bath given © of our Saviour's raiſing up La- 
zarus from the grave, and of the inter- 
view which he had with the friends of 
Lazarus, previous to that event. The 
diſpoſition and ftate of mind which our 
Saviour diſcovered in this paſſage of his 
life, merits our particular attention, 
This, with the practical reflections which 
the ſubject may ſug zeſt, I have propoſe 
to n dee attention age in the fol 
| The: ſacred biſtorian hath thi e en 
OSA obſerved, that our bleſſed Lord was 
in diſtreſs, and expreſſed it by his tears 
and groans when be met with the friends 
of lens and during the courſe of his 
| ra e AE? 1 verb, 
/ Wha 


'L L 8 4 * Es 
* 


of La eder E 
ing, he groaned in ſpirit and A 
bid. Again, in the 35th verſe, — 
the Jews deſired him to come and ſee | 
where Lam n kid. Z. wept, 
verſe "8th, C Could. not hee, tuo opened 
this man ſhould not haue died? The evans 
geliſt obſerves that Jeſus again 


himſelf. What (may we believe) were 
the cauſes of this diſtreſs which the: van 


to deſcribe. From the circumſtances! of 
the caſe, as they are nee, him. in 
the context, it appears to have proceedec 
from the following ſprinss. 
1ſt, From that ſocial” tenderneſs and 
ſympathy which the me 1or 
our Nature hath implanted in the hu 
breaſt, and which is one of the moſt ami 
* im * of his hand upon the 
: . heart 


hat of: man.  Obſerve'-what is {a fa 11 
2 vs e in the TO when. N 


tureping ud came meh ber, b hen 
ſpirit and. was troubled, "\ his: part of 15 
am W- ge l us to concludi 
— nk 939 with the 
mourning friends. Ie wept withuthen 
tar wept, entering with a ſympathitic 
tenderneſs into their ſorrow: and diltrals. 
When : Jeſus Chriſt aſſumed: che na 
ture of a man, or as the evangeliſt hath 
1, he undoubtedly received intq his bo- 
ſom every innocent emotion: of the human 
heart: nay, we muſt believe that che het 
aſfections of humanity, were the prineipal 
it. will not be refuſed, that a fellow-feeling 
ar: 3 * with each other in 

: ditrſs 
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- Savionr at the G. 


diſtreſs, is ode of the beſt affections of hu. 
manity, and one of the moſt amiable res 
mains of the divine n in the heart. _ 

To this account uf the id four 
Saviour's diſtreſs, it may be added, that 
being thus affected * 1 
diſtreſs of the ſiſters and friends of Laza/ 
rus, he was not un willing to expreſt it in 
the manner here. deſcxibed; with a view 
to give them conſolation and relief. That 
ſame benevolent Creator who hath prompt 
ed us 1% were wind them that *werpy hath 4b 
framed: the heart of mah p that in his af 
fiction he receives a mighty conſofation 
from the ſympathy and fellow feeling of 
his friends: more eſpocially, in thoſe af: 
fictions which prected*from the tender 
and humane attachments of the heart, the 
ſweeteſt exfe and colfolitioh we cart give, 
is to mingle our ee with the tears of 


| . e weer Wes Him man} 
WF $ knowing 


r 


86 1 end of or | 


knowing alſo that his'own — 
particular, would have a moſt confoling 
influence upon the mourning friends, ] 
therefore willing to give vent to it, in the 
wach bis on heart Was once 


** "ol This ſocial" derneſs and | 
pathy which ie deer of © our Nature 
Lan by: woo peculiar friendſhip and a 
afllited friends, — Added to the! 2 


ah n — is e on 
eſteem, and is powerfully cemented by 
ſimilitude of virtuous manners and de- 
figns. Hence it is that a virtuous friend 
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objects upon earth, the moſt affecting to 
an affectionate and feeling heart. That 
our Saviour's diſtreſs, in this paſſage of his 
life, — ow ls cauſe, . bs Ex» 


ſiſters were, we * good reaſan to: be- 
lieve, a virtuous family. with whom the 
bleſſed Jeſus had con 


connexion, and with roy; he had lived 


in all the 3 
this «nai rina eee oc 
ſioned the emotion and diftreſs Which he 
diſcovered in this Lex his life, ma 
with ſufficient evidence, be inferred. bern 
the following cif dls aces relat: 
evangeliſt; try; + Þ 2 1 
In the t ith verſe the d nomin⸗ voß a 
ſriend(is expreſsly given to — by our 
Saviour himſelf. - He" ſaith to them, 
friend Lazarus feepeth ; but I go that I nay 
- % G TE awake 


of * 
— 1 — * 22 


* 
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Billie Bim out F. Rr the ad ve ſe. 
When che fiſters of Laaarus ſent to! Je 
to inform him ff their brother's fiekneſs, 
their meſſuge was delivered in the fotow. 
ing words; Lora $eh5ld "he" ahi thou 
7 kt; In che 5th verſe it 18 
dreh dung, v ous bun dune a1 


lover of All HAU By thus ei effion, 
thetefore, the evingetilt — of 
fighed to ſignify that he loved Lazatuband 
mis ſigers ieh that ſtrong and warur uf. 
fection wich proceeds from the ipecaliar 
ties of friendſdip and eſteem. Ir was in 
this ſenſe that John was denomiua tod tir 
ifeiple whom Paſus lowed. That i; whöm 
| ke honoured with à peculiar ſhare of hi 
affection, and with whom hie lived in al 
the intimacy and endearments of the moſt 
affectionate and tender friendſhip. The 
Juſtice of this interpretation of our 8a. 
vidur's diſtreſs; 3s farther eiderit from the 
vferverion: of e 9 5 v 


our 


Jour — at 8 
zatus, in the. göth venſe, e r the 
Jews, behold hotum he loved hm. 
Ftom all eee ee eee 
offciently: appear vtliat aur Buy iourtd 
tears and groans in this affecting paſſage 
of his life, proceeded from the tender 
friendſhip and regard Which be had ο 
Lazarus his depatited friend, and , for: His 
two ſiſters Who were now in tears for the 
loſs of their beloved brather. be bleſſed 
Jeſus thus diſtreſſed and wet ping at the grave 
of Lazarus, and mi ngling his tears with thi 
tears of his afflifted friends, diſcovered che 
moſt amiable tendenneſs and fenſibility of 
which the human heart is capable, viz. that 
which flowa from the dictates of hamanity, 
oftened and increaſed: by che peculiar en- 
Fung AID En n 
teem. ; „ e. 
34d, A ar of our | Saviour 
groaning· at the grave ef Lazar 


n the generous di 
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| Aich b. bs 0 on his C i Seng: 
1 rance and weakneſs of bis e E 
2 bow little able or PL 


| 2 7 2 a IT 11 given ee in — oh 
3 e I found ien | 


Jo of 1 eee — 5 
verſe, Jeſus ſaid unto her, thy brother; 
iſe aggin.' In the a gth vet oats! 

Jes. 1 the e be tet dee in 


. 


Our bleſſed Saviour, we may well be- 
1 had been, during the courſe: of his 
miniſtry, ſolicitous to give his friends al 
the conſolation which religion. cCOuid ano! 
under the calamities of life, particularly 
under that calamity. which — ike: 
the deepeſt wound into an affectionate 

a+ 5 Viz, the loſs of a — 

3 virtuous 


; litreſs, nn Ar. ; 
immortality z- Where 0 our virtuous 
and the friends of Jeſus C hriſt. 
fore us, and en ve a | 


Ip am the rurraion and the is Sys that bes 
be lives: lulu believe 11-29 2 
die. np i hind noumand e e 

This — ne Ps Mt rät, 
treſs, peculiar to ee n peculiarly 
graceful and becoming im in the office 
which he bore n, 3 andre» 
deemer of mankind : and it ſets his cha- 
racter before us in the moſt endeari 


— nan | 


light we eat concen- He 450 


10 e like the merciful wo 


the proſpe& of a 1b6fſad rectedines dmg 


_ form bend futon, oo would dio 
dear this benevolent and — 
as 0. to ou wield e and. re- 
, , et Gl; 1224 oft: 
ry - Our Saviour's oY 0 
Mis obſerving he unbeker ee 
his power, which was diſcovered! by che 
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This remiark is founded, Room antes 
the 37th and 38th verſes. 

In the 97th verſe we are foal; that 
ome of the Jews who had eome to Mary 
and Martha, to comfort them conterneng then 
- brother, ſaid, .Conld:not this man: which opened 
the: Der of the kind, Baus : cauſed bat even 
this man ſhauld nat haue dies Upon 
which it is immediately: added by the 


— 2 36, J 23 air 


The queſtion of 4 r . 
from their unbelief; and it appears to 
haye been accompanied with an inſalent 
obſerving this, therefore groaned in himſalf.. 
his life. We are told by the evange liſt 
Märk &, that when the Jews upbraided 
and deſpiſed him, 8 — al the 


Ma iii. 3. 


e 


divine 1 he looked round un Her 
with anger, being grieved for the 'hardn 
| of their hearts, Again, when the hariſen 
aſked him a ſign from heaven, et 
mne 1 
In like manner, we are told by thine 
n . that when he came out, and 
ſaw much people, he was moved with com- 
paſſion towards them, becauſe they were 
ſheep not having a ſhepherd; (that is) hu 
no well- inſtructed and faithful teacher to | 
lead them in the way to-everlaſting hf; 
and therefore, the evangeliſt - immediately | 
adds; he began io teach them mamy . 
Thus alſo towards the coneluſ 
life, '+ when he. beheld the es 777 
in which he had delivered his divine 
ſtructions and wrought his mighty n. 
he wept: over it, becauſe its inhabitar 
would not learn of him the ehiogs # 0 
e Marke viii, 12; + : fark vi, 3 | 
Luke xix, 41. 4 Pr 
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concerned their everlaſting peace: 
ing oyer it, he ſaid, Oi thou hadjt i 
wm thou, at leaft in this thy day, N 
which belong unta; thy peace / In the fame 
ſpirit of divine bene volence and pity, when 
he perceived the obſtinacy of the Joo 
who put the queſtion, Could nat this man 
who opened the eyes of "the blind, have cauſed 
that even this man ould not have died? Fes 
fus groaning in himſelf cometh to the grau-. 
This, brethren,” was another cauſe of our 
Saviour's diſtreſs, peculiar to-himſelf ; and 
it appeared' with od peculiar propriety and 
beauty in his character and ſtation, as the 
Saviour of the world. The external and 
tranſient calamities of human life, on all 
occaſions, moved our Saviour's compaſſion 
but the internal and permanent calarnities 
of their immortal ſouls ; their ignorance# 
their depravity or guilt; and the miſery. to 
which they ſtood expoſed in the eternal 
world, touched him with a peculiar ten- 


kerneſs and pity; theſe, in a diſtinguiſhetl 
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r, drew grokns: and fighs | from- dhe 
—.— 5 his nn made his CY 
r en 10 
HFlaving endeavoured e out 1 6 
viour's conduct in this 9 0 


timent or affection in the be af-man 
that is fitted to excite our approbatian 
and eſteem, reſided in the mind: t ar Was it 
Oris; and every thing that is approyable 
nnd lovely in the life of man, adorne: 
manners. More eſpecially the mild an 
gentle virtues of humanity and mercy emi- 
nently marked bis character. The. truth 
zof this reflection may appear from the 
whale hiſtory of his life: it appears in a 
very ſtriking manner, from the intereſting 
and pathetic paſlage we have been a kent 
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lf a generous, a n alie- 
tons of humanity, and a tender ſympathy. 
with the ſorrow of our friends ; if the = 
moſt benevolent efforts to give ſu pport and 
conſolation under them; if theſe ate the . 
moſt amiable endowments of a human 
character, and the propereſt objects of our 
loye, they were, in an eminent degree, the 
endowments of the mind that was in Chri 7 
Jeſus, and entitle bim. to the warmeſt love 
and affection of our hearts, ERC ts 
 2dly, We may obſerve. how havoy. it 
would. be for the followers, of Chriſt, was. 
the ſame mind in them that was in him. 
How much harmony and kind affection 
would it ſpread into their ſociety. and } in- 
tercourſe with one another, and how much 
conſolation ar. ſupport "pb it give 
them under their afflictions f. Their mu- 
tual tenderneſs and ſ) ym pathy, and their 
mutual exchange of every office of huma- 
nity and mercy, would extinguiſh one half 


of the miſeries of li life. „ a 
Vor. III. H The 


this world, implanted in their ! 
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The merciful” - Author of out Natue. if 
eee the calamities to which men 
would be expoſed In their progreſs through 
ſocial tenderneſs and ſympathy wher 
they ate fitted, elther to remove, or greatly 
to alleviate each other's afflictlon and dil. 
hit.” The inſtructions and example of 
our bleſſed Lord call upon his friends to eul 
tivate andexerciſe this tenderneſs and tym 


pathy on every proper opportunity oceur· 


ring in the courſe of providence :and were 


their hearts and lives formed upon the in- 


fluence of theſe inſtructions, and of this ex- 
ample, the church of Chriſt would Imme- 
diately become the happieſt and the mof 
amiable ſociety on earth, In the” high - 
eſt ſenſe of the expreſſion, * Mount Zim 


would become bedutifid for Auris, un * 
roy of the whole earth, n 


3dly, From this paſſage of our Savidur's 


Hife, we may obſerve, 8 the Winne 
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nga comnpaſiignate * feeling ben, 
afflicted by the leſs. of a beloved and vir- 


tuaus friend, is not inconſiſtent with the 


ſubmiſſian which we owe to the will of 
Providence. Were this the cafe, our 

bleſſed Saviour, wha in every eireumſtance 
was perfectly ſubmiſſive to the will of 
God, would not have groaned, and wept, 
and mingled his tears with the weeping 
friends of Lazarus, in the manner here de- 
ſcribed by the evangeliſt; but in place of 


this he would have blamed and reprehend- 


ed their diſtreſs. Sorrow for the lofs of a 
beloved friend is then only incanſiftent 
with a dutiful ſubmiſſion to the will of 
God when it is willingly famented and 
indulged, and refuſes to admit that bleſſed 
conſolation and relief which is ſuggeſted 
by religion and the goſpel of the Son of 
God. Agreeably to this, our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, without condemning the afictjon 
of his friends, only directed their attention 
to thoſe important ſprings of conſolation + 
| 'H 2 N which 


. 


4 


which are opened in the goſpel, + Tas the 
reſurrection and the life + he that belitueth in 
me, though he were dead, yet ball he live, 
and whoſoever believeth in me ſhall never die. 
The goſpel requires, and Jeſus himſelf ex- 
emplified a meek ſubmiſſion to the will of 
God in every appointment of his proyi- 

dence; but the ſubmiſſion which it. re. 


quires, and of which he ſet us the ex- 
ample; i is not- inconſiſtent with the ſorrow. 
which proceeds from thoſe kind affeQions. 
which were implanted in our mu * 
the hand of Ge. ky 
Athly, In the ſame light: we may 0 
that a ſympathizing heart and gentleneſs of- 
manners is not incotffiſtent with the forti- 
tude and ſtrength of mind with which we 
ought to bear the calamities of life. They 
vere remarkably united in the life of Je- 
ſas Chriſt. He melted into tears when 
he beheld the ignorance, the wickedneſs, 
and the miſeries of men around him, whilſt, 


. 
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he ſtood undaunted and. ſerene _ all 
his perſonal afflictions. 5 8 | 
In the paſſage now before us, two. cir- 
cumſtances in the conduct of our Saviour 
merit our particular attention. iſt, The | 
friendſhip and humanity _ which he. ex- 
preſſed to the mourning friends of Laza- 
rus. 2dly, The noble and exalted ſenſe 
of piety which he mingled with his friend- 
ſhip and humanity. As ſoon as he. had 


paill the tribute of a feeling heart to the 


affliction of his friends, he reſumed his na- 
tive dignity, and endeavoured to - ſoften 


their diſtreſs and raiſe their drooping ſpirits: . 


by the heavenly conſolations of the go- 
ſpel. He thus taught them, that however 
innocent their ſorrow for the death of La- 
zarus might be, yet it was their duty to 


ſupport it, and to learn ſubmiſſion to the 


will of God under it, and all the other 
afflictions of this life; by the proſpect of 
that Ji ife and immortality WEE he * 
* S ä 
. H 3 «th Ys 


1 


| 9 7 hben w ant Omiht of EY 


thly, From this paſſage of our 8. = 
viour's life, we may obferve how mu 
comfort his friends may draw from the 
thought of their connection with him, and 
of their intereſt in his friendfhip. A feel. 
ing heart, in its afflition, flies to the ſym- 
pathy and fellow- feeling of its friends, and 
from thence derives a powerful conlslation 
and relief, Chriſtians, your eempaen- 
ate Redeemer, who wept at Lazarus grape, 
and mingled his tears with thoſe Wb | 
mourning friends, knows every  aflliftion 
which you ſuffer in this world, is touched 

with a feeling ſenſe of your infirmity, and 
is ever ready to ſtreteh forth his hand: * 
your aſſiſtance and relief. 

-bthly, The laſt reflection which I offer 
on this ſubject is, that if the mind which- 
was in 'Ohrift appears in ſuch an agreeable. 
and endearing light, from this paſſhge'of. | 
his life, how much more endearing heult 
it be to us, When we view it in the laſt 


e of his life, when he ſuffered on the 
croſs 
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croſs as the Saviour of our ſouls; In 
that ſingular event, we behold the Son of 
God, not only ſhedding tears for. the mi- 
ſeriesof men, but with his tears ſhedd ing alſo 
his moſt precious blood. In this reſpect, 
the life and death of the bleſſed Jeſus have 
2 moſt remarkable connexion and ſimili- 
tude, His life was wholly ſpent in offices 
of mercy ; he ſtretehed forth his hand for 
the relief of every object of diſtreſs which 
he met with in this world. After he had 
thus employed his life ; he went to death 
in the exerciſe of the ſame compaſſionate 
concern for the miſeries of men, giving 
bimſelf to be an Mering and a 28510 to G 
fir fut ſmelling ſ ur. 

From the whole of what un heap, 55 
ſered we may obſerve, how preciaus this 
Redeemer of the world ſhauld appear #4 
them who believe, and to every one wha. . 
has the opportunity of being made ace. 
quainted with his hiſtory ! If there was 
ever à character exhibited on the theatre of, 
H 4 this 


3} 5 


. world, fitted at once ho eng: 


love and raiſe the admiration of the heardof 


man, it was undoubtedly thatof Jeſus Chriſt 
of Nazareth, What an amiable tendemeſz 


and ſenſibility, when he beheld the miſerics 


of men and the afflictions of his friends; . ; nd 
at the ſame time, what a ſublime * ty 


and ftrength of mind, under all hi- perſo- 


nal afflictions, appears in the hiſtory of his 


life and death l Theſe, invariably blendel 


with each other in the whole of his de- 
portment, render him, beyond con 
the moſt amiable and venerable © perſon. 
that ever the world ſaw; and that man 
muſt be loſt to the beſt impreſſions of bu- 


manity who does not, on being made ac-, 


quainted with his character, regard him as 
the worthieſt object of his love and admi- 
ration. If the goſpel be hid, it is hi 1 1 
- them that are lo oft ; in whom the God of this 
world hath Blinded the eyes of them that believe 
not, left the light of the glorious goſpel of Chrift 
who is the image of God, ſhould ſhine into them. 


* * 
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1 he Temper hs: Conduẽt of the 
Bereans: Or the Duty of ſearch- 
ing the Scriptures. e 


[Preached at the Meeting of the Sql * | 
Glaſgow, PRES 1743), 1 
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Nh were more noble than thoſe of Thef- 
alonica, in that they received the | word 


with all readineſs of mind, and ſearched 
he ſcriptures e whether 7 mae 5 
uereſi. n 
HE cotettion of theſe words mk 
the preceding context ſtands thus: 
After the apoſtle Paul and Silas had preach- 


ſucceſs, the Jews, who reſided in that city, 
and were enemies of the apoſtles miniſtry, 
raiſed an inſurrection againſt' them j and 
by the affiſtance of the baſer ſort, broke in- 
to the houſe where the apoſtles lodgei 

with an intention to expoſe .them to the 
fury of the populace. The apoſtle and 
Silas were, however, in the night-time 
ſecretly conveyed out of the city, and went 
from thence into Berea, a city of Mace- 
don, where they likewiſe preached the 
goſpel. The different reception which 
they met with in that place, and the diffe- 
rent behaviour of the Bereans towards 
them, make the ſubject of the tent. Theſe, 
ſays the ſacred hiſtorian, «vere more wable 
vhan theſe of Theſſalonica, in that they received 
ſearched the ſcriptures daily, whather abeſ- 
#hings avers ſo. In which words, the two 
allowing things are to be-confidered; = 


o 


1 207 


105 The diſpoſition and behayiour of 
the Bereans, with relation to the apoſtles; 
and the doctrine which they taught. Jem 
thus deſcribed ;' They received the woord with 
all readineſs of mind, and n jt 8 
dai, whether theſe things were: fa. 

2dly, The excellence of this aiſpoſiticii 
and behaviour, "ſignified by the following 
expreſſion ; They were more noble _ thoſe 
of Theſſalonica. | 2 785 

Iſt, They received the word with all reali- 


16% of mind; that is, they! liftened with at- 


tention to the doctrine of the apoſtles, 
concerning Jeſus, and weighed the force 
of what they had ſaid, in order to convince 
them that he was the Chriſt. The Bere- 
ans thus diſcovered that candour and inte- 
grity, whereby the mind of every man 
ſhould lie open to conviction, and be at 

all times willing to embrace religious truth, 
when it is offered, and 5 288“ by f ſuffi- 


cient evidence, 


_ | 


10 1 vnd. 


— doth -foirchod their, 
whether theſe things were ſo. That is, they 
carefully inquired, if what they had learn- 
ed from Paul and Silas, was agreeable to 

the writings of Moſes and the-prophets, 

Hereby, to the candour and readineſs of 

mind, with which they received the word, 

they joined the prudence and deliberation 
with which every wiſe man ſhould form 
his judgment and belief in matters of reli- | 
gion. Although the Bereans did not, at 

firſt view, reject the apoſtle's doQrine, 25 

groundleſs or - incredible, becauſe. of its 

novelty, , or apparent inconſiſtency with 

their former apprehenſions; yet they did 

not implicitly ſubmit their judgment to 

their ſingle aſſertion and authority; 5 but 
they ſearched the ſcriptures, which were 
the deciſive ſtandards of religious truth; 
| being determined, by theſe, to fix their 
judgment and belief concerning what 97 | 
had heard from the apoſtles, _.. 


This 


'his 


This dipoftion and condu&of the ae 


| ans, ſuggeſts an important duty incumbent, _ 


upon every Chriſtian; more eſpecially upon. 
thoſe who are employed gas the miniſters, 
and teachers of the goſpel, via. T. 0 preſerve,, 
at all times, a readineſs: of mind to re, 
the doctrines of religions when they are 
propoſed with proper evidence; and to ex- 
amine their authority by the infallible. 
ſtandard of holy ſcripture; This is a duty. 
of ſuch importance in the conduct of a, 
miniſter of the goſpel, that ĩt is not poſſible: 
to conceive how, in the neglect of it, he, 
can diſcharge the commiſſion which i is given 
him, with a becoming reverence towards, 4 
God, or with faithfulneſs to men. 
In diſcourſing farther on this ſubject, it 
1s propoſed, by divine aſſiſtance, to inquite, 
by what methods, and in what reſpects, 
Chriſtians may depart from this important 
duty, and may thereby unhappily obſtruct 
the intereſts and progreſs of religion. 


* * 
8 3 


ift, 
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ift, Chriftians depart from the 271 fe. 
commended by the example in the tent, 
vyhen they form their religious "opinions 
upon the fyſtems of 'hyman wiſdom and 
philoſophy, undirected by the light of re- 
velation; and by theſe direct their judg - 
ments of the doctrines of the goſpel; It 
is, I believe, univerſally acknowledged, 
that there can be nothing in divine re 
velation which is inconſiſtent with the 
dictates of ſound reaſon ; nothing that is 
in itſelf abſurd or oppoſite to thoſe con- 
ceptions of the Divine Character and Pro- 
vidence which are ſuggeſted by the ge- 
nuine light of nature. But does it follow 
nas a conſequence from this, that whatever 
appears to us plauſible and likely to be 
true upon the principles of reaſon and of 
ſound. philoſophy, is to be maintained, 
as certain and undoubted truth; | incon+ 
ſiſtent with which nothing is to be ad- 
mitted in a revelation that comes 2 


» 
* # 
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1 God, though — 4 all. the proper 
marks of his authority 


There is this obvious ae againff 
our judging of the truths: of revelation in 


this manner, vin. chat various appear- 
ances occur in the ſcheme of providence, 


which, had it not been for the evidence of 
certain and unqueſtionable facts, we ſhould 
have deemed impoſſible, under the admi- 
niftration of an infinitely wiſe and perfect 
Providence. Would not, for inftance, the 
wiſdom and philofophy of men, prior to their 
obſervation of what happens in this world, 
have readily determined, that vice and miſery 
could not have been admitted, or ſuffered 
to remain amongſt the creatures of an infi- 
nitely wiſe' and benevolent Creator 7 
Would not this have been eſtabliſhed as, 
a leaſt, a very probable deduction from 
the acknowledged perfections of his na- 
wre? And ſtill, after all the repeated 
forts of human wiſdom to account for 
this appearance in the works of God; 
| G | does 


ﬀF 


. m. and Cond | 
does it it not, and will it not ne 


t 
main an inexplicable myſtery to the end q 
of time? or if the ſuppoſition had been c 
made, that poſlibly vice might be permitted a 
to enter into the works of God, mk al 
not have been thought a very probable, if 
not a certain conſequence, that it wand. 10 
meet with immediate and ſtrong xpreſſions 0 
of divine diſpleaſure; z expreſſions. far n more ki 
immediate and ſtrong than we now ſee and. in 
| that the ſinner would be diſtinguiſhed; from; | a 
the righteous man, in a much more con- Ar 
ſp icuous and ſtriking manner- than is ; done le 
by the preſent ſcheme of- Providence 3 ſe 
From theſe. obſervations _ (and pe 0 oy 
might. be added to the fame effect) e he 
may infer, that it is preſuming. by far too . th 
much, upon the wiſdom © of the human un- ou 
derftanding, to determine what ought. ol thi 
what ought not to be contained i in a reve-, 
lation that comes from God, or to think tai 
that whatever is conjectured or ſuggeſted rel 
by the wiſdom of men ag. likely to, be ful 


9 
8 g 
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 troe, is to be held a8 a certäin and un- 
queſtionable truth, and therefore, ab a ſul 
cient reaſon for rejecking whit - i8 oppaſte, 
although it ſhould be cbntained in a well: 
atteſted revelation vf the mind of God. 

When the ſubje& of our inquiry d ad 
not relate to the ofiginal and firſt From 
ciples of religion, (with which it is a8. 
knowledgedd nothing can be iticonfiſtent 
in a revelation that comes from 0d), but 
only to what appears to be their 5tödabte 
and likely cohſequence; ; it deferves our 
ſetious inquiry, if great 'Eaution and fe- 
ſerve, and a humble reſigna iin of Gu oui 
own wiſdotn, obe tiot Highly proper 450 
becoming us; and a néseffar) bräneh of 
that modeſty and candour with Which We 
ouphit to ſearch the ſet rut 15 5 Whither theſe 
things are ſo. EI or tao ca 

If God has ſoletnnly revealed; Akt bt 
tain meafures te eftabliſhed by him, with 
relation to the pardob and 8 of Int La 
ful creatures; ought nen j 
Vor. III. 


if 
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Nate OY ignorance, and who ſee and under- 
derſtand ſo ſmall a part of the ſcheme of 
Providence, reject the reyelation as inere- 
dible, becauſe it does not ſuit their wiſdom 
and philoſophy, or exactly correſpond with 
the notions they had previouſly conceived 
of the divine adminiſtration. .Is. not this 
an inexcuſable arrogance and pride of un- 
derſtanding i in ſuch ſhort-ſighted. creatures 
as mankind are? In many caſes a greater 
deference and regard is paid to the judg- 
ment of our fellow- men, even when ve 
cannot account for the meaſures of 
their conduct, than is, in this caſe, re- 
quired to the judgment of the All-wiſe 
God, whoſe ways are enkel, and 5 

finding out ? 

2dly, Chriſtians. 3 Sos 8 # ob 
recommended in the text, when they direct 
and determine their belief in the doctrines of 
religion, upon the credit and authority of 
any ſingle man, or ſociety of men, how 
much ſoever diſtinguiſhed by. their piety 
1 * 


2 
* . 
— N 


/ the Bereans, &. 118 
or learning, or ſoundneſs in the faith, 
Very different from this was the conduct 
of the Bereans, applauded by the ſacred: 
hiſtorian in the text; they ſearched the ſcrip- 
tures daily to ſee if things were ſo, as the 
apoſtles had repreſented them. It is true, 
every Chriſtian, at leaſt every Proteſtant, is 
ready to declare, that his faith is founded 
upon ſacred ſcripture, and that by its au- 
thority he judges, in the laſt reſort, of the 
doctrines and degrees of every order or ſo- 
ciety of men upon earth. But in order to 
act agreeably to this profeſſion, ought we 
not, with all poſſible diligence and can- 
dour, ſearch the holy ſcriptures, and in. 
this ſearch, labour to exclude every at- 
tachment and regard, but a ſacred reverence. 
for truth, and a ſincere defire to perceive, 
the mind and will of God, as they have de- 
clared it? On the other hand, is it not: 
nan entire departure from this proteſtant 
proteflion, if before, or during the continu- 
ance of our ſearch, we have pre- eſtabliſned 
| 12 aj certain 


Nor, as the truths of Gody on ** 


and to find out the moſt 1 | wes 


: More eſpacialy; "" it not an ener 4. 


alter truth, or to prohleit and diſcourage 
other men' s inquiries after it, by an ulti- 
gious truth than the word of God, re- 


every good man, if this manner of pro- 


—_ be not ineonſiſtent with the dead 


and reverence which we owe to Qod, and 
do the revelation of his mind in holy ferip- 
ture, and altogether oppoſite to the com- 
mandment of our Saviour, that we ſhould 
al 10 Fes HOT Maſter, upon carth, Tf 
the 


TO get pe woes an-undiniſcd: and. 


sorded in the ſacred ſeriptures I mar, 
therefore, deſerve tlie ſerious inquiry of 
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be len ptures are regarded by us 46 the 
word of God, undoubtedly the loweſt 
our regard is to ſearch their mean- 
ing and contents with alf pofſible candour 
and attention, without refling in the deci- 
ſions or authority of men, though of the 
ren reputation for piety and wiſdom.” 
zaͤly, Chriſtians * from the duty 
and example recommendec in the text, | 
when they treat their — Chriſtians 
with marks of contempt, Hatred arif'wrath, 
becauſe, in the courſe of their inquiry after 
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truth, they have fallen into what is ap- 


prehended to be error and miſtake. When | 
men contend for what they take to de the 
truth with vehemence and wrath; When 
they indulge- themſelves in viraſent reſlec- 
tions on the character of fach as happe! 
to be of a different judgment from them 
ſelves ; it is impoſſible to preſerve that 
candour and impartialiey by which they 
ſhould, at all times, lie open to the evi- 
dence of truth, and | ſearch the ſcriptures whe- 
9 ther 
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ther * are ſo, as they have app re | 


them; nay, this ſtate of mind totally 


deſtroys that charity and mutual forbear- 


ance among Chriſtians, which the apoſtle # 


hath declared to be the end of the command- 


ment, with a view to which, therefore, all 
our ſearches after truth ought to be con- 
ducted. It may, on this account, merit 
the particular and ſerious attention of the 
miniſters and friends of Jeſus Chriſt, how 
far their temper and conduct is in this 
reſpect, agreeable to the ſpirit and pre- 
cepts of the goſpel, how far it may ad- 
vance or obſtruct the cauſe of truth and the 
progreſs of religion in the world. There 


are eſpecially the following particulars, re- 
lating, firſt to the cauſe, and ſecondly 


to the effects of that ſeverity with which 


many Chriſtians have been apt to treat one 


another in - their religious debates, which 
deſerve to be attended to. 85 


| 9 Tim. L 5˙ 


Iſt, 
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iſt, It may deſerve a ſerious inquiry, 
whether thar ſeverity does not ariſe, at leaſt 
in ſome degree, from the want of a thorough | 
diligence and candour in our own inqui- 
ries. Do not thoſe who ſearch for truth 
with the greateſt diligence and candour, 
find ſo much fallibility and weakneſs in 
themſelves, as diſpoſes them to bear, with 
the greater charity and mercy; the errors 
and miſtakes of their fellow Chriſtians? 
Are not ſuch inquirers conſcious to them- 
| ſelves, that in the courſe of their inquiries 
they have been oftentimes involved in ſoine 
degrees of darkneſs and perplexity, have 
been forced oftentimes to differ from them-_ 
ſelves, even when their conſciences could 
not accuſe them of diſhoneſty or prejudice ? 
Will they not, on theſe accounts, always 
make the moſt favourable allowances for 
thoſe who have unfortunately fallen into 
error and miſtake? Will they not per- 
ceive, from the experience of their own 
fallibility and weakneſs, that their error 
I 4 and 
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and miſtake. may be e wh an 
yok.” . 5 5 a fincere Toy: ho 
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= that ſeverity wink which 3 0 
have often treated one another in their the- 

ological debates, does not proceed rather 
from Aa fond attachment to themſelyes, ang. 
the reputation of their own und erſta anding 
and diſcernment, than from a diſintereſted 
zeal for God and the cauſe of truth. The 
apoſtle James hath told us that the un 
of man worketh not the  righteo ef of 

God. It deſerves to be inquired into, « 
this fame wrath. of 1 man can ever, flow from, 
aà pure diſintereſted zeal for God. Zeal 
for God, and for. the truths of God, When 
uncorrupted by the ſelf-love, the "vanity. 
and, pride of man, will always | be accom- 
panied with that compoſure and tranquility, 
which natively proceeds from afull.convic- 
| tion that the cauſe and A of God rejet 


James i. 2 


eds 
N 


« x 7 q G . 5 9 * ; 


I the aids af human anger and ſeverity, and 
need na other ſupport or defence than a 
far impartial ſearch into che ſcriptures. 

Self- love and. pride are uſuall __—_ 
longeſt paſlions in the human heart x 
and wen axe apt ts, \ fog the highest tran- 
ſports. of anger and ſeverity. when they are 
oppaſed. It is therefore worthy of our at- 
tention and inquiry, if a pure diſintereſtad 
zeal for God can producę the ſame eſfe 
that are produced hy the ſolſiſhneſs, the 

nity and pride of man. The uiſaum 
from above, ſays the apoſtle Ja: es 4, is 

peaceable, gentle, eaſy. ta be an and 
full of mercy.,., When a different and op- 
polite influence prevails, haye ue not fes. 
ſan to ſuſpect that we. Au: net... has. 
manner of ſhirit we are f but are ſub». 
ſituting the wrath. of man. in the place of 
zeal for Gad.? 7 it is to be obſerved, that 
thoſe who have either framed. or adopted 
artificial ſ yſtems of theglogy, and who-« ex- 
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hibit them to others as the Randards of 
religious truth, uſually contend” with 
greater earneſtneſs and zeal for the dif. 
tinguiſhing tenets and language of their 
ſeveral ſyſtems, than for the practical and 
plain doctrines of the goſpel; for the word; 


_ whih man's wiſdom teacheth, rather than for 


the words which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth. And 
does not this give us cauſe to apprehend 

that the ſelf-Jove and pride of man lies, at 
| bottom, under the diſguiſe of zeal for God? 


zZdaͤly, It may farther merit a ſerious in- 
quiry, if that ſeverity with which Chriſ- . 
tians have been apt to treat one another 
in their religious diſputes, be not owing 


to, or much increaſed by, their haſtily 


affixing conſequences of a dangerous and 


hurtful nature to the opinions of thoſe 
with whom they are contending, and from 
thence judging to the diſadvantage of their 
moral and religious character, 


tian church may be ſufficient to ſuggeſt 
n | the 


A ſmall 
_ acquaintance with the hiſtory of the Chriſ- 
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I the reaſons of this inquiry, and the import- 


ance of our being cautious and reſerved in 
this particular. We may imagine that 
we ſee very hurtful conſequences con- 
nected with the errors which we are deſi- 
tous to oppoſe, and may thereby labour to 
excuſe our hatred and enmity to thoſe by 
whom they are maintained. But all the 
while it ought to be remembered, that our 
erring brother may neither on nor ſee 
theſe hurtful conſequences ; may have an 
equal averſion to them with ourſelves ;; 
and would be ready to: abandon his miſ- 
takes, did he ſee them to be connected in 
the manner we have done. To judge 
therefore of our brother's character, and 


the diſpoſitions of his heart, from what 


we have judged to be the conſequence of 
his miſtake, is altogether inconſiſtent with 


the charity, the equity, and candour, with 


which Chriſtians of every denomination - 

ought to treat one another, in conducting. 

their religious debates. This remark de- 
+ | ſerves 
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inquitics, befote we take upon us to cn. 

ire, if, in his partirubar ſitustion, 
error may not be perfectly coillittent with 
de piety and uprightneſs of his heart? b 

ha, by his: error, alienated: from the 

| of God, from: de fach and obcitiend# of 
the Lord ee. Chriſt, from any of the 
rita PO ue 


tial marks of a ſincere inquiry + ale truth, 
diſcover a ſincere attachment to all the 


duties of his Chriſtian 'profeſtion-7/ Ir thi 
motive to tho exerciſe of charity and friend- 
EIS, | | ſhip, 
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ſeverity, or to aſctibe, his error to the 5 


FEES 


— 


vithal made all thoſe juſt allowances fe 
pcities of weng in thi we. of their 
education, in the | 2 5 


and authority, Which W 0 3 1 } 


naught and hecuſtomed to regard from 
their earlieſt years, whith may eaſy pro- 


ice avatioty of judgrbemteliai nay bie 
even amongſt the ay and n 


| inquirers after truth : 1212 


If we have not given way requiſite at | 
tention, nor maile theſe juſt al ewances;:is 
it conſiſtent with charity, nay. with jut 
tice, to condemn aur erring brother witty. 


want of candaur and ſincerity; more eſpe- 
cally, if we eannot ſay that we haue, 
made our own inquities aſter truth with: 
invariable candour, and have excluded 
tyery degree of prejudice and bias from 


uur own hearts ? Which of us will ven- 


ture 


bis, than 1 of sees ? niet [4s 
un be for hatred and ſeverity? Hare wer 
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ture to affirm that he is entirely free: from 
every prejudice, and is perfectly enl ightened 


in the knowledge of religious truth ? If 


we dare not venture to inſiſt on this, is it 
not preſumptuous, is it not unſuitable to 
that humility and modeſty which becom 


every one of us in our preſent weak and 


erring ſtate, to condemn our brother with 
ſeverity, becauſe of his ſuppoſed miſtakes ? 

Might not the admonition which the meek 
and lowly Jeſus gave the Phariſees, when 
they proſecuted, with a proud ſeverity, the 
woman taken in adultery, be applied here 
with ſome propriety ; * He that is without 


fm among you, let bim firft caft a flone at her? 


A juſt impreſſion of our own remaining pre- 
judice and errors would undoubtꝭdly con- 5 


duct us to the exerciſe of lenity and 


charity, in judging of the errors and. _ 
takes of our fellow Chriſtians. | 


- Having endeavoured to deſcribe the 1 


gin and cauſes of that ſeverity with which 


* John vill, 7. 
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| ha have been too apt to treat one 
another in their theological debates, we 
are next to inquire into the nr con- 
ſequences and effects of it. And, 
iſt, It may deſerve our ſerious enki 

ation and inquiry, how far it is deſtructive 
of that charity which our Saviour hath ap- 
pointed to be the diſtinguiſhing mark of 
his diſciples, and which his apoſtle has 
declared to be the end of the commandment, 
and the bond of perfectneſt. Amidſt thoſe 
eager and contentious debates in which the 
Chriſtian church has been unhappily in- 
volved, and thoſe innumerable parties and 
nominations by which it has been as un- 
happily diſtinguiſhed, it claims the ſerious 
attention and inquiry of every good Chriſ- 
tian, what is the temper and behaviour, 
ith relation to theſe diviſions and debates, 
which is moſt agreeable to the ſpirit and 
precepts of the goſpel, and moſt conducive 
to the intereſt and progreſs of religion ? 
la this * two very different cha- 

| racters 


| 3 ee r een, dds 
1 it the buſineſs of his life bo teareh che . 


m epa br ASE God; roo if 
with the ſame humility and candour;/fivive BI it 

d regulate his life by what he Ride tobe BY ane 
we will of God; but through the fallibit Bll e 
of Raman nature; and the weakneſs of bur Or 

| Eeigetierare faculties; which: no one can pre- Wi ** 
tend to be exempted from, falls involul- kn 
 tatily into ſomme errors and miſtakes, whill, (il dr 
however, he declares: his on judgment, hen 
and bears the oppolite opinion ahd judg- I 
ment of his brethren, with meeknels-ad Wl de 
 bumility 5 nay; fulfers with thi like meek- Wil we 
neſs and humility, the: enmity of a petſe- " 
euting and bigotted zeal, and the inan Fro 
bard and odious- n INE WE his * 
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_2dly, The ch. racter of "oe man who 
though orthodox and ſound in his belief, 190 
has not, however, ſearched. the ſcriptures _ 
to ſee whether things are fo, but reſts 1 
the authority of human ſyſtems, believed: 
to be deduced from ſacred ſcripture or 
if he has ſearched the ſeriptures, has done 
it with a much leſs degree of diligence 
and candour, and under the bias of a pre- 
vious attachment to his adopted ſyſtem Poon 
Or, in fine, whatever. his inquiries. may 
have been, or in whatever manner they 8 
haye been conducted, „contends, with ve 
hemence and wrath, for what he appre- 
hends to be the truth,---cenſures, with _ 

- unjuſt ſeverity; every one who differs _ 

from himſelf, — blackens and. reproaches 

them with odious. names, —-and marks. 

them out to their fellow Chriſtians, as the 

proper objects of their hatred and wrath?— 

Which of theſe two is beſt entitled to our 

eſteem, as the friend and follower of the — 

Lord Jeſus Chriſt ?---Which of them ap- -k 
Vor. BE © & ©. 
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peats to have the greateſt ſhare of thibde- 
nius and ſpirit of his religion d. Wich 


which of theſe two different character: 
would we wiſh to leave this wo: and 
appear before his judgment-ſeat ? 

Adly, It may deſerve a ſerious "ROAR 
how far the rules of truth and juſtice, : 25 
well as of charity, are tranſgreſſed by that 
ſeyerity with which Chriſtians have often- 
times conducted their religious debates ? 
What, if by this ſeverity we are blackening 
with opprobrious names, and are deſeribing 
to ourſelves and to the world, as the ob- 
jects of indignation or contempt, the real 
friends of God, and the ſincere diſciples of 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt? Would 
it not exceedingly grieve the heart of 2 
good man to find, that he had, in this 
manner, injured any one who belongs to 
Jeſus Chriſt, and bear his fellow-ſerwant ; 
that he had condemned the man whom 
= Saviour has . and ee 
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odious epithets on thoſe who fhall hereaf= 
ter appear with him in glory. * * n 
Happy it is for Chriſtians, that 4 they are 
not finally to ſtand or fall by the judgment 
of their fellow Chriſtians ;- but have their 
laſt appeal to him who Aude can judge 
the heart of man, and therefore has re- 
ſerved it, as his own prerogative, to fix 
their ſtate in the eternal world! It is to 
de hoped we ſhall then ſee, with pleaſure, 
many of thoſe unjuſt and cruel judgments, 
which Chriſtians of different denomina- 
tions have pronounced againſt each other, 
finally reverſed ; and that many of the fin- 
cere and humble followers of Chrift, whoſe 
virtue and ſincerity has been abe 
traduced, ſhall have their righteouſneſs brought 
forth as the light, and their e as the 
the noon-day. 
Athly, Another Ace of this ſeve- 
rity, uſually connected with the preceding 
one, may likewiſe deſerve our ſerious at- 
tention, viz. The diſunion of the hearts 
8 and 
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and hands of well diſpc *d and pious men, 
who might otherwiſe, by their united j in- 


fluence, happily promote thoſe importa 
ends of all religion in which they. are 


agreed. What, if by a narrowneſs and 
pride of underſtanding, or by an intem- 


perate and haſty zeal, we are ſhutting out 
from our ſociety - and friendſhip ſome of 
our fellow Chriſtians, by whoſe. joint in- 
fluence and councils we might ſucceſsfully 
advance thoſe important intereſts of piety and 
practical religion, for which we are equally 
concerned ; and which, by our diſunion, 
are unhappily neglected and forgot ? How 


often have the intereſts and the 74 0 


religion been obſtructed by this cauſe? 
On this head might it not, at leaſt, be 
offered as a queſtion that merits our at- 
tention, whether the real intereſts of Chriſ- 
tianity and true religion have been ſerved, 
by founding them upon the profeſſion and 
belief of a ſeries of ſpeculative, perhaps 
intricate, unintelligible doctrines, artifici- 
== | ally 
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ally connected and combined; and not ra- 
ther on the acknowledgment and practice 
of thoſe religious and moral virtues of the 
Chriſtian life, which it is the purpoſe of 
all the doctrines of religion to promote; 
and whether this great purpoſe may not be 
ſecured, where different ſentiments pre- 
vail about ſome of thoſe ſpeculative points 
which a are put i into hae oe ſtandards of 
belief e e 
thly, In the laſt 1 it may deſerve 
our ſerious inquiry, how far that ſeverity 
of which we have been ſpeaking, may cre- 
ate, or hath created, amongſt the more 
licentious part of men, a deliberate and 
avowed contempt of all religion. Men of 
this character are extremely ready to ob- 
ſerve and cenſure the miſconduct of the 
friends of Chriſtianity, and to draw argu- 
ments from thence to the prejudice and 
diſadvantage of its cauſe. When there- 
| fore they obſerve them contending againſt 
each other i in a violent and wrathful man- 
. 3 11 
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ner about points of doctrine, ( 1 about 
the form of words) which cannot be deem. 
ed of ſuch importance to the world, as to 
_ juſtify their ſtruggle and debate; if eſpe - 
cially they thould obſerve them contend- 
ing for doctrines or expreſſions of their 
own contrivance, as of equal, moment 
with the moſt obvious and uſeful truths and 
precepts of the goſpel ; how apt is. this.to 
lead them to the deſperate concluſion, that 
the whole doctrines of the goſpel are of 
no moment or authority 3 but are founded 
only on the imagination of ſame ſubtile Vi- 
ſionary zealots, - 
This unhappy conſequence i is * more 
likely to take place, if they ſhall obſerve 
the miniſters and friends of Chriſtianity 
denouncing, with ſeverity, the curſes. of 
Almighty God againſt their fellow Chriſ- 
tians, on account of their ſuppoſed miſ- 
takes, in whom, nevertheleſs, they can 
perceive the amiable 0 a Vite 

"takes 
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takes they cannot but believe the moſt lin- 
cere inquiries after truth, may, from va» 


rious cauſes, be led to entertain. 


In fine, this conſequence is ſtill more 


likely to prevail, if it is obſerved, that 


amidſt thoſe eager and contentious debates, 
there is not to be found an equal zeal 
againſt thoſe obvious and 'undoubted in- 
ſtances 'of immorality, which are oppoſite 
to the ſpirit and deſign of all religion: and, 


moſt of all, if, among the different par- 


ties of contending Chriſtians, there appears 
the want of truth and juſtice, in their eon- 
duct towards one another, by limiting the 
marks of their 'eſteem to thoſe who are of 
their own party and denomination ; by 
making the moſt exorbitant conceſſions, 
nay, the moſt unnatural ſtretches, to ex- 
cuſe their groſſeſt crimes : whilſt they treat 
the leaſt indecency in thoſe of an oppoſite 


Perſuaſion, with the hight” rigour and 
ſeverity. | | 
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Thheſe obſervations are ſuggeſted, 2s:the 


ſubject of a ſerious attention and inquity, 


to the miniſters and friends of Chriſtianity: 
for, from appearances of this nature, there 
is reaſon co apprehend, that the cauſe of 
Infidelity bas drawn fingular eneo 
ment. Nothing indeed is more likely: to 
disfigure the native excellence of Chriſtia- 
nity, and obſcure that light, whereby 
Chriſtians are directed to glorify; their Fa- 
ther which is in heaven, than their being 
alienated from each other in their hearts, 
or. their indulging in themſelves a ſpirit of 


bitterneſs and rancour; or (which is per- 


| haps worſe) denouncing the wrath. of God 
againſt one another, under the ſemblance 
of compaſſion, and with a ſeemingly devout 
complacence; merely on account of the 
miſtakes they happen to be led into in the 
courſe of their inquiries after truth, how 
diſtant ſoever their miſtakes may be from 
the eſſence of religion. How apt. is this 


— among Chriſtians, to lead the | 
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more licentious and thoughtleſs part of 
| mankind to conclude, that all the great 
truths of Chriſtianity are equally uncer- 
tain; and the zeal of Chriſtians in promot- 
ing them, no more than a' paſſionate and 
rain con tention for the honour 785 their 
that whatever evidence theſe truths 400 be 
ſupported by, men had better be without 
the knowledge of them altogether! How 
apt, withal, is this appearance to weaken 
the authority of thoſe denunciations of di- 
ine diſpleaſure, which are given in the 
roſpel againſt all ungodlineſs, and unrighte- 
uſteſt of men The infidel, and licentious 
part of mankind, - obſerving theſe denun- 
cations equally employed by the miniſters 
and friends of Chriſtianity, againſt one 
another, as againſt themſelves, are tempted 
to conclude, that they are altogether frivo- 
lous ; exiſting only in the imaginations of 
ſome proud, paſſionate, and ſuperſtitious 


men. It is not eaſy to * how much mif- 
chief 
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chief has, in this way, been done * 
intereſts of true religion; and hom much 
credit, and proſumptiens has Waun 10 
the cauſe of infidelity... „ ook oh gs 


Upon the other hand, ould it not * 


the bleſſing of Almighty God, contribute 


greatly to the credit and progreſs, of the 
goſpel, could we let the world obſerve; 
that its miniſters and friends being united 
in * faith of uſe n | ee 


united alſo in their hearts, and live together 


in the exerciſe of that charity which in ie 


end of the commandment ? Would not this 
diſcover to the world, that the Chriſtian 
religion can produce the moſt amiable and 
_ uſeful virtue in the human heart, thou 


at the ſame time, the moſt rare 00 45 


cult, viz. To think modeſtly and hum- 


ien, the merit — virtues of our 2 
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in opinion with ourſelves ; and that, with- 


| low men, independent of their agreement 


ih among the friends of Jeſus Chriſt, the 


xerciſe of mutual forbearance, and the 
harmony of pious and humane affeQions, 
can ſupply the want, and anſwer all the 


zurpoſes of that uniformity in judgment, ' 


which cannot be attained in the preſent 
flible and erring ſtate of human nature. 

It is not meant, by any thing that has 
been aid i in the preceding part of this diſ- 
courſe, that any of the truths of God, de- 
lvered in the ſacred ſcriptures, are matters 
of indifference, or of little moment; or 


that no hurtful conſequence will ariſe from ; 


error, provided a man be honeſt and ſin- 
cere in his inquiry after truth, or laſtly, 
that the truths of Gad ought not to be 
contended for, and zealouſly maintained. 
lt muſt be acknowledged, that erring from 
the truths of God, as delivered in the 
fered oracles, muſt, in proportion to their 


noment, be of hurtful influence, by pred 
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| venting that religious improventent Ind 
comfort from them, with a view to which 
they were recorded 'in the ſcriptures,” Vr 
all' ſeripture is profitable for inſtruftim in 
righteouſneſs, that the man of God may be] per- 


fact, thoroughly furniſhed unto all good work, 
It muſt likewiſe-be acknowledged, that it is 


the duty of every Chriſtian, and eſpecially 
of every Chriſtian miniſter, to defend what 
he takes to be the truths of God, and to 
explode every oppoſite error and miſtake, 
---Bat let the zeal and contention. of 2 
Chriſtian proceed upon a previous ealm in- 
quiry into the ſacred ſcriptures, as the 
| ſtandard of his faith ;---let his "zeal and 
 earneſtrieſs in its defence be conducted in the 
ſpirit of the goſpel, and with an invariabl 
regard to the rules of juſtice, charity, and 

mercy.-=-In fine, let him always remem- 
ber, that the tranſgreſſion of thoſe rules 
can, on no account, and in no cauſe what- 


ever, admit of any juſt excuſe. This is 
all that is PROP for in the preceding part 


of 


| of the 


and ju 
nomin 
much 
We 
cond 
Ger th 
yered 
apoſtle 
ſays tl 
alone, 
all rea 
tures 
Havin 
part of 
tion th 
Iſt, 
Cuirin; 
Berear 
be pr 
fandir 
adout | 
te cir 


| of the * Ke. 41 
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ol the diſcourſe; and it is paved the truth 


apd juſtice of it will be owned by every de- 
zomination of profefling Chriſtians, how 
nuch ſoever contradicted. in their conduct. 
We ſhould next proceed to the ſe- 
cond head of the diſcourſe, viz. To conſi- 
der the nobleneſs of the diſpoſition diſco- 
ſered by the Bereans, when they heard the 
poſtles doctrine; They were more noble, 
lays the ſacred hiſtorian, than thoſe of Theſ- 
ſumica, in that they received the word with 
al readineſs of mind, and ſearched the ſcrip- 
rer daily, whether theſe things were. ſo. 
Having inſiſted ſo long, in the preceding 
rt of the diſcourſe, I ſhall only Juſt men- 
ton the following particular: 5 
it, This diligence and candour i in in- 
ſuiring after truth, exemplified by the | 
bereans and recommended in the text, is 
be proper exerciſe of the human under- 
landing | in the moſt intereſting ſubject 
bout which it can be exerciſed; and it is 
te circumſtance which gives value to our 


belief 
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Tee hard to 1 where te 1 tes an 
orthodox belief conſiſts, if it has not deen 


15 and to inquire, in ſpite of every begabte 


eſtabliſhed in conſtquence of a diligent and YN 
impartial ſearch into the ſeriptures. 5 1 30 

_ 2dly, The diſpoſition and conduct of Wl nene 
the Bereans commended in the text, Is an idea 
eſſential branch of probity and virtue in pte 
the heart of man. It diſcovers, that the eye 
Jove of truth and right! is the leading pri. * 
ciple and motive of the heart, and that melt 
from this principle, the honeſt wan is ben 
teady to reſi gn every pre- concelved "and hen 
favourite opinion of his own ; unleſs, upon ar 
a calm and fair examination, it appears to lea 10 
be ſupported by the word of God. This tal ſe 
probity of mind, and candid ſubmiſſion to 5 ou 
the evidence of truth ſeems to have been ent 
the principal circumſtance in the cbndud hrann 
of Nathaniel, when , upon the inform %% 
tion of his friend, * went to ſee Jeſus, * 
Wh, 
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| if he was the Chrift ; for which, therefore, 15 
he obtained that honourable teſtimony Rant : 
cur Saviour himſelf, Behold an er 

indeed, in whom there is no guile. 
July, The diſpoſition and conduct com- 
| mended in the text, gives an honourable 
lea of our Maker. It repteſents him as 
proving his reaſonable creatures, when 
they employ their underſtandings in ex- 
mining the authority and meaning of the 
zrelation of his will which he has given 
them ; and thereby treating them in a 
liberal” and gentle manner, as a father 
rats his children; whereas the oppoſite 
idea of him, as diſpleaſed with our impar- 
tal ſearches after truth, and as command- 
ng our belief, without affording us ſuffi- 


cient evidence, is. to repreſent him as 2 
trannical- and arbitrary maſter ; like the 
nſfere man mentioned in the goſpel +, 
ating up what he laid not down, and reap= 
ar where he had not ſowed. It ein ves vow 
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al, an honourable view of the doqtrings of 
the goſpel, as lying open to the moſt ex- 
act and impartial ſearch, and as then moſt 
likely to be received, when they are ex- 
amined with the greateſt diligence and 
candour. An oppoſite behaviour diſho- 
nours the truths of God, and puts them 
on a footing with thoſe fabulous im- 
poſtures which cannot bear the Hght of a 
fair and impartial reviews...” mort 
Upon the whole of what bath: hoon 
offered, let it be conſidered, that as it can- 
not be thought a matter of ſmall impor- 
tance, in what manner the miniſters of 
Chriſt fulfil the miniſtry committed to 
their truſt ; 3 it cannot be therefore thought 
a matter of ſmall importance, whether 
they maintain that candour and impar- 
tiality by which their minds. ſhould lie 
always open to the beſt information. they 
are able to receive about the moſt ſuc- 
ceſsful method of diſcharging it. The 


obli igations they are under to perform, with 
_ faith- 
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| faithfulneſs and care, the duties of bir 
office, ſhould lead them 


em to examine, with 
equal faithfulneſs and care, what theſe 
duties are, and to fearch the ſcriptures 
daily to obtain a more man rags n 
view of them. 985 en birt £52 ahn N 
The miniſters « as * religion are, rea theis 
profeſſion,” called to plead the cauſe for 
which the Son of God came into this 
world ; and by the light and direction 
of his goſpel, to lead the reſt of mankind 
in the way to everlaſting life. In an 
ofice of this nature, ought they not to 
feel a reverend and holy Fear, leſt the impor- 
tant cauſe committed to their care ſhould, 
by their own ignorance, inattention, or 
miſconduct, be obſtructed in their hands? 
The following reſſections, or refleRtions 
to the ſame effect, ſnould be oftentimes, 
with great ſeriouſneſs, revolving in their 
minds; Are we ſingled out by Provi- 
3 dect to preach the everlaſting goſpel of 
the Son of God, and carry on the great 
Vol. III. L. 4 deſigns 


* 8 


E eee — 
« and muſt we not be deemed highly crimj- 
«nal and inexcuſable, if by: careleſſneſs 
4 or prejudice, by a ſinful or imprudent 
conduct, or by omitting what we ought 
e todo in the fulfilment of our miniſtry, 
* thels: grout deſigns ſhould be either en- 
* that 3 they ang 3 
« a right improvement of the means and 
e oppo nities which God has given us ? 
** What, if by inattention, prejudice, or 
<. the want of an impartial fcareh into 
<« the ſeriptures, we ſhould ſow in ſome 
4 minds the ſeeds of ſuperſtition, bitter- 
„ neſs and ſtrife, in place of pure and un- 
« defiled religion ; or in others, the ſeeds of 
« infidelity, and a diſpoſition to deſpiſe 
every appearance of religion ? Are we 
faithful to the chief ſhepherd of the 
5 ſheep, or to the flock committed to our | 
care; till we can affirm, that without 
* e on the wiſdom and authority of 
| « men, 


the. [lp 


of the — C 


0 men, we have ſearched . ſeriptures 
« with all the diligence and eandour in 

« our power ; have learned from thenes 
« what we ought to teach, as the miniſters 
« of Chriſt ; and | endeavoured : to model 
our inſtructions by this facred Randai 
in ſpite” of every oppoſition and Hf 
« couragement, from the Ignorance, the 
66 prejudice, or the wickedneſs of men.“ 
Did ſuch reſlections as theſe, habitually 

revolving in our breaſts, produce that can- 
did, ſerious, and humble ſtate of mind, 
with which they ought juſtly to inſpire as, 
we might expect (by the divine blefling) 
that the public miniſtratjans of the goſpel 
would be attended with a more remark- 
able ſucceſs ; and that we ſhould ſoon ſee 
an iſſue put to thoſe unchriſtian animoſities 
which have ſadly eat away the life of true 
religion amongſt many of its profeſſors, 
Which have alſo ſadly hurt the reputation 
of the goſpel amongſt the more diſſipated 
and licentious part of men, 
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On Relgioas Education. 
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Prov. Xxii. 6. 5 , 
Train up a child; in the way be Jould ge 5. 2 


RESIDES the Wmf dates of life 
equally incumbent upon every man, 
there are ſome ſpecial ones, ariſing from 
the different ſituations in which we are 
placed by Providence. Of theſe no one 
ſeems to claim a more particular. attention 
and regard than the education and diſcipline 
of children, by thoſe to whom Providence 
has committed this important truſt. This, 
you ſee, is the duty recommended in the 
ext, Train up a child in the way he ſhould go. 
a * 


1 4 
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By the way in which a child ſhould by, 
we are to underſtand, that religious courſe 
of life which it is the purpoſe of this book 
of Proverbs to explain and recommend; 

the beginning of which is the fear of the Lord: 
and to train up a child in this way, is to 
lead him to the knowledge of it, Sod to a 
due ſenſe of its' importance before — Ye 
ſeduced and corrupted by the world. 

In diſcourſing on the ſubject, it is pro- 
poſed, by divine affiftance, _ 

iſt, To explain the nature of is 
duty, and the manner in WEE = 
to be performed. ==» 

2dly, To repreſent the er 
the duty, and enforce the practice of it. 
The duty itſelf may be explained un- 
der three heads; Inſtruction, Example, 
and Authority. In the firſt place, children 
ſhould be trained up in the way they oulu 
£0; by their being inſtructed in thoſe great 
principles and duties of a religious life, by 
which they ought to regulate their future 
conduct. 


„F 


conduct. 2dly;' By the example which is 
ſet before them; from whence childten 
uſually receive the deepeſt and moſt du- 
rable impreſſions. zdly, By the influence of 
that authority which Providence may have 
ziven us over the minds of children. 
i, The education of children thould 
begin by inſtructing them in the know- 
ledge of the nature and duties of -a re- 
ligious life; and by leading them to ſee 
their indiſpenſable importance to their fu- 
ture happineſs, With this view they muſt 
be taught the knowledge of thoſe moral, 
religious, and Chriftian truths on which 
the obligations of religion ſtand, and by 
which they are enforced. Unleſs they are 
inſtructed in this manner, we ſhall attempt 
to build the ſuperſtructure without having 
laid the requiſite foundation: and all our 
attempts will ſoon be baffled by the oppo- 


ſite inſtructions and impreſſions of the 
world. Hence, in the account which is 


your of Abraham's conduct to his family 
L 4 and 


if 
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and children, for which he is ſo .honour- 
ably diſtinguiſhed in the ſacred records; 
his inſtructing them in the Walen 
their duty and of the laws of their Creator 
in particularly taken notice of. f I know 
bim, ſays the ' Almighty, that he will com- 
mand his houſehold, and his children after bin, 
and they ſball keep the my «ebay cs 
Juftite and judgment. W 
This however is a more del jcavdiand diſk 
- cult employment, and requires more atten- 
tion, in order to ſecure its influence and ſuc- 1 
_ ceſs, than is commonly imagined; I pretend 
not to offer ſuch remarks upon the ſub- 
ect as you are unacquainted with, but 
only to put you . in remembrance of ſuch 
remarks as may deſerve a more particular 
attention than is uſually given them. The 
following obſervations, in ee wand 
deſerve your notice. 
1h, The inſtructions thatih are Wien, to 
"dren ſhould be of a OI hid 


3 Gen. xvili, 19. 


6 


4 


and ſimple. nature; 3 OF- ſuch as have 3 
nous and immediate tendency. to form the 
temper of their hearts, and to regulate their 
future conduct. The more myſterious ang. 
ſublime doctrines, of religion, whatever 
uſeful purpoſe. they may ſerve. in riper 
years, ſeem. not, however, to be the earlieſt 
and firſt, inſtruQions that ſubuld be given 
to children. , They are not able to com- 
prehend their meaning and ſignificance, 
far leſs. to apply n to the as of 
practical religion. r 
In the common arts . 580 we „ 
reckon it abundantly abſurd to begin the 
education of a learner with the more ab- 
ſtruſe and nicer ſecrets of the art he is to 
learn. No a wiſe artiſt will begin with 
the moſt obvious and ſimple principles, and 
| from thence lead his. pupil to the higher 
and more curious refinements of his rt, 
The ſame plan ought to be obſerved. in 
teaching children the ſupreme art of livips 
yell, 


end ae They 


1; s „ 
Ki * . > i 


tudes i in 51 nature pen virtuous and're 
ligious life, and have the laws and mer. 
ſures of it plainly laid before them. The 
nature, and the influence of picty wt God, 
| the faith, and love, and imitation of the 
Lord Jeſus Chrift ; the exerciſe of a 
Juſtice, of forgiveneſs and compaffion, in 
their conduct towards men, and of temper- 
ance and purity in the governm nt of 
themſe}ves, theſe and every other anc 
of practical religion ſhould be ſet bef 
them in the moſt obvious and ſimple man- 
ner. Whatſcever things are true, what 

ever things are honeſt, whatſoever things are 
juft, whatſoever things are pure, whatſoever 
| things are lovely, whatſoever things are g 
good report, if there be any virtue, 


there be any praiſe, they ſhould be taught to 
think on theſe things, and to efteem and 
praftiſe them. To ſuch practical inſtrue- 
. the recommendation given to Abra. 


8 Phil. iv. 8. f 


. 
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ay to refer; for it is 
thetteiats conſequence "of 
his eiae g hi bouſehold and children 
ger him; They ul. deep the way of ths | 
Lord, to db juſtice and judgment. 15 
hgeing thus inſtructed in the nature of 
their duty, they-ought, with equal plain- 
neſs and ſimplicity, be taught the obliga- 85 
tons they are under to obſerve it, and the 

motives that ſhould induce them to jt. 

| There are particularly theſe two obvious 
and ſimple motives, that ſhould with care 
be preſented to their vie wp. 

iſt, The native excellence and: beauty 
of a virtuous life, and the ornament and 
grace it will put upon their character. In 
this manner Solomon hath directed us to 
inſtruct our children; * Hear, ye children, _ 
the inſtruction of a fuiber. M iſdom is the 
principal thing; and with all thy getting get 
—  Exdit her, and fhe ſhall pro- 
mote thee. She ſhall bring thee to N 
5 * Prove . 1. 


SV 


when 


? 


** thou dy 5 embrace A She ſpall give 
thine head an ornament of grace; a crown of 
glory ſhall ſhe deliver to thee. After this ex- 
ample, children ſhould, be taught to. ſee 
the excellence and beauty of à virtuous 
life, and the oppoſite deformity of wicked- 
neſs. . The different appearances, of piety 
and profaneneſs, of veracity and falſehood, 
of humanity and cruelty, of modeſty. and 
impudence, of ſobriety and drunkenneſs, 
ſhould be ſet before the minds of children 
and if they are ſet before them in a prope 
manner, they will ſcarce] y fail ron 0 to 
perceive and feel the difference. | 
Alongſt with theſe repreſentations — the 
native excellence and beauty of a virtuous 
life, children ſhould be taught to ſee its 
immediate connexion with the future hap- 
pineſs and comfort of their lives : the tran- 
quillity and ſelf· enjoyment i it will give, the 
eſteem and honour with their friends, and 
the ſecurity and credit i in every buſineſs 
of 25 it is fitted to produce: : Together 
with 
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| with the oppoſite diſquictude, . 
and unhappineſs,” which as \ natively. pro- 
ed from a vicious and immoral conduct. 
2d, Add to this deſeription of the native 
acellence of a virtuous life, that it is the 
will and law of their Creator, and the r 
quiſite foundation of his favour and regard: 
This idea ſhould, with the greateſt care, 
be early planted in the minds of ehildren z 
tecauſe it will prove the only ſufficient 
counterpoiſe to the oppoſite ſeducements and 
temptations to a ſinful life, to which: they 
re to be expoſed; and happy it will be, if 
ren this ſtrong, and ſolemn tie be ſufficient 
to preſerve their innocence. Thus too 
does the wiſe man direct us to inſtruct our 
children; * Ay Jong forget not my law; but 
kt thine heart keep. my commandments —So ſhalt 
bu find favour and good underflanding in 
the ſight of God, I For the ways of man are 
fore the Ls and be 5 all his 6e. | 


ings, 
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- fn npbcſenting) theſe important obli 

tions ſuch pong Nr dairy 
viſion i in | thelr mink, that” religion i 
joyful thing, and the immediate bote of 
cheerfulteſs and pleaſure. Childhood and 
youth, are naturally fond of pleaſure: if 
them, as u four,” melancholy, or joy leſ 

thing; it is the ſureſt way to excite thei 
averſion and diſtaſte. But if ever wo ite ſo 
happy as to engage their fixer, Loco 


ret 


it -is the genuine fource of cheetfulliſoun 
pleaſure; and that our ſolleitude Ld teal 


them to it, proceeds from our benev 

concern for their happineſs and joy. "And 
here no diſguiſe or artiſice is requilite, „ but 
a ſimple repreſentation of the real nature of 
the cafe; which, could we cauſe them to 
perceive, their taſte for pleaſure would it 
ſelf lead them to a virtuous life; and make 
them experience the truth of what the wit 
__ ing 


| ting has — of: ** vie: 
That her ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, 
nl that all her paths are peace. | 

2dly, Another important circumſtance 
to be obſerved in the inſtruction which are 
ziven to children, is, that they be given 
ina ſoft and gei tle manner; and with as 
little appearan of rigour and reſtraint as 
polible, Childrea naturally hate whatever 
has the appearance of, reſtraint upon their 
liberty, The lefſons of. religion, when 
they are given them in the way of ſolemn. 


not ſee their wiſdom and importance) are 
atremely apt to be viewed by them in 
this unfavourable light. They are ready 
to conſider them as the dictates of that ſe - 
rerity, caution, and reſerve, which may 
become the more advanced and graver pe- 
nods of life; but unſuitable to that liberty 
ad caſe, in which they think the gayer 
periods of life may be indulged. . 


precept and authority, (becauſe they may. | 
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This prejudice, if poffible, God be 
carefully prevented. When at any Une 
it is neceſſary to give the leſſons of religio 
in a ſerious and ſolemn manner, .they 
ou bt, nevertheleſs,” to be. accompanied 
with ſuch mild and gentle reaſonings, 23 
may perſuade © them of their wiſdom and 
importance; and convince them that they 
flow not merely from authority, but from 
our knowledge and ſenſe of their import 
ance; and our benevolent concern for their 
happineſs and welfare. Added to the more 
formal and direct inſtructions that ar 
given them, all proper opportu nities ſhoul 
be embraced, of conveying the ſame in- 
ſtructions to their minds in ſuch an indi 
rect, and accidental way, as may prevent 
that appearance of reſtraint upon their 
liberty, of which they are diſpoſed to be 
ſo jealous. A ſenſe of God, and of the 
importance of religious virtue; may bo 
awakened im the minds of children, when 
it does not appear that this is our deliberate 
_ 1 is deſign 
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VER They ſhould be made to hear 
from the converſation of their parents, and 
ſuperiors, (as it were by accident) fuch : 


5 n ſentiments and views of things as tend to 
10 5 recommend” religion to their approbation 
"oh and eſteem; as tend to make them ſee that 


ur lives are made happy by its influence 
upon our hearts; and that their lives alſo 
vould be happy, were they influenced and 
gorerned by the ſame ſenſe of things. 
Theſe ſeemingly occaſional, and undeſigned 
inſtructions, are more likely to be admitted 
into the minds of children, who are ſuſpi- 
cious of the more ſolemn and formal leſſons 
that are given them, as if they meant to 
ſet unnatural mae a their li- 
berty. | 
The ſecond 1 RP which i it was 
propoſed to illuſtrate the duty recommend- 
ed in the text, is the example which we 
ought to ſet before children in their earlier 
years, This was comprehended in that 
ſolemn declaration, that was made by 

Vor. III. M | Tm 


17 


T7 you this Pn * a Av * 

and my houft, we will ſerve the Lord. The 
fame thing is ſignified by the royal Pfalmiſt 
David; +T will walk egg tot ith 
a per fett heurt. bin ; 

Thu branch of duty in the © ation of 
children, is of ſingufar wy ane bn 
theſe following accounts? 


Firſt, Becauſe the religious inſtruckions 
that are given them, unkeſs they are re 
commended by à ſuitable example, will 
appear to them to be the dictates of athi- 
trary pleaſure; perhaps of an imperiote, 
tyrannical auſterity. Children wilt natu- 
rally thus judge and reaſon with thermfelves. 
Why are the inſtructions and rules of fe- 
gious life inculcated upon us, as of the 
kigheſt importance to our happini 

thoſe by whom they are preſesi 
them, irs their own conduct, as th 18 
1 5 : 
FP  Joſhus aal. 5. he CT 
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24, The example which is given to ell 
dren, is of the higheſt conſequenee ; as 


/ 


from thence, uſually, the deepeſt and thoſt 


lurable impreſſions ate made upon thei? 
hearts, A deſire of imitation, or of learn. 
ing from example, is one of the firſt prin- 
ciples that diſcovers itſelf in human natate : 
and it is probable that the different cha- 


nafters, which we acquire in tfiatthood; re- 


ceived their firſt begititiings, and gradually 


atoſe from the enamples that were moſt fa- 


miliar to us in tir eaflier years, More 
eſpecially, the example which is given to 


children by their parent, has the ſtrongeſt 


nd moſt laſting influeice; bẽcauſe Nature, 


ſome-how, teackies hilt th feserenbe 


and imitate their parents, till untoward c- 
cidents control this tenderrcy of Nature. 


They naturally regatd' them in the' more 


early periods of their life, as the models of 
excellence and wiffor ; and theteby the 


oppoſite impreſſions of wikdow, or folly, 
= 2: gain 
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gain more eaſily admiſſion, iow 
: hearts. VR Tory | 

3d, The N BYE is bet before 
Werren by their parents, eſpecially i in their 
behaviour, when they walk within their houſe, 
is the moſt undiſguiſed and open part of 
life; and that which gives the trueſt repre- 
| ſentation of the ſtate and temper of their 
hearts. A man's behaviour in the public 
ſcenes of life, is conducted with greater 
caution and. reſerve ; and is oftentimes diſ- 
guiſed by the rules of worldly policy and 
wiſdom, But in thoſe familiar, and freer 
hours of life, which are ſpent with our 
families at home, our true and real charac- 
ter, thoſe ſentiments and paſſions which 
have the chief aſcendant i in our hearts, are 
apt on all occaſions to exert their power, 
and to ſhew us in our nin and proper 
light. 3 1 

For theſe reaſons it appears to be a thing 


of princi pe. impor tance, | in Ae up 6 chil- 
drm 


S - 
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chen in the wway they ſhould go, that nothing 


ſhall appear in the temper and conduct of 
their parents, or of thoſe to whom their 
education is entruſted, that would ſeem to 
contradict, or impair the weight of the 
inſtructions which are given them; or to 
zive the leaſt encouragement to what is bad. 
If this ſhall happen to be the caſe; parents 
will give, in the apprehenſion of a child, 
a ſtronger ſanction and authority to wicked- 
neſs, than they ſhall be able to give to vir- 
tue and religion, 12 en are e in 
their power. 55 
The example, We whſeh i is gen 2 
to children, muſt not be concluded by a 
imple abſtinence from what is bad; but 
ought to be diſtinguiſhed by-every branch 
of religious virtue. Our example ſhould 
excite in them a ſtrong conviction, that 
the principles and rules of a religious life, 
which we have inculcated on them, are the 
principles and rules whereby we direct 
our own conduct through the world; that 
* they 


hap are the fringe of our own higheſ boy 
pineſs and joy; and that it is the experienee 
and conſciouſneſs of this, wat ann uſe 
ſobicitows 8 to _ icy ian of them or 
"What th pb HSE on thi head of 
| good example, ought to be applied toevery 
part of life. There are, however, two 
branches of a good example, whigh wetit 
à particular attention, becauſe they ſeem to 
have the moſt powerful u in- 
fluence on the minds of children.” 
1ſt, The example of a weakly £ Sh " 4 
and compoſed behaviour. This is particu- 
ned, not only on account! of 
its native gracefulneſs and beauty, hut be- 
cauſe of the peculiar weight which. it will 
give to all the other parts of our example; 
and becauſe of the free acceſs it is likely to 
etl 70k to the inſtructions which art giyen 
dren. On the other hand, the tur- 
bilewie of 3 and wrathful paſ- 
ens in the conduct of domeſtic life, the 


| ſymptoms. of diſorder ang def | 

| which they are accompanied, — und 
to excite a prejudice in the minds of chil- 
dren, againſt the inſtructions that are given 
them, and to weaken every effort we em: 
ploy to train them up. in the way they ſhould 
rit, is not likely to obtain the rule and con- 
duct of the wirt el his i . we 
dean. 

adly, e G, and 
of the regard which is due to the. worſhip 
of his name. i 0 the emits tay that. dex 


God in ſociety with one een r ia 
the ſtrongeſt manner for the worſhip of him 
in our families. No connexions are ” 
ſtrong, ſo intereſting and. affectionate 
thoſe which take place amongſt parents r. 
their children, If being connected tagether 
in our intereſts, united in our affections, 
attached to each ather by. every endearing 
tie that can £ 


| tion to worſhip our C 
one another, theſe ee, plead 
the ſtrongeſt manner for be s kice o 
| family devotion. en nee 
This duty, Wen is been 11 it⸗ 
ſelf a rational and virtuous emplo ment, 
founded on the principles of reaſon and 
| humanity, but of the - higheſt importance 
to the virtue of our children. It is 40 be 
thought that a man's children, or depen- 
dates, Wilk either learn, or be able to re- 
n ſenſe of Deity, and Providence, if 
the ple which is conſtantly "reſent- 
ed nen —— Nature teaches 
them to reverence and eſteem, no mark of 
homage is paid to their Creator; but the 
whole tranſaQions of the family oceed 
from day to day, without any viſible mw 
mantel gment to Providence. It may be 
ded on with certainty, - that when 
children. go abroad into ward world, t! ey 


notice and d regard, but Fw 1 


and let it be conſidere 
what is to be expecte ce 
of a total neglect of religion in the con- 
duct of domeſtie life. IG a 
Are not children, educatec db 
ner, ſent abroad into the world devoid of 
that principle which can give the only 
tolerable ſecurity to the future innocence 
and comfort of their lives? That man 
would be deemed -a very unnatural and 
gullty parent, who ſhowed no concern to 
preſerve his child from thoſe diſorders and 
debaucheries which are deſtructive of his 
health, his peace, his induſtry, or his ho- 
nour in this world. But let it be con- 
ſidered, that when a child is ſent out into the 
world uneducated in the principles of piety 
to God, he is ſent out, with all thoſe im- 
portant. intereſts of life, unguarded and ex- 
poſed. And it will certainly be found, that no 
principle will be able to give them a ſuſſicient 
protection and ſecurity, but this principle 
e * ” 
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of piety to God. It is wonderful wehi al 
that the infinite importance of a religious. 
educatian in this view of it ſhould eſeape the 
natice and. regard of parents who are other 


wiſe reſpectahle for their ſenſe and virtue. 


I conclude this head; of the: 4 courſe, 
with the following remark : | * 


That although the ee - family 


prayer and devotign has, through a falſe 
modeſty, or from ſome other cauſe, unſor- 


dead, and father of a family, can ce 
appear in a nobler attitude, or ee 
_ dignity, than when, in name of his ſamily 
and Wie and Ks abel IS 
ee ple Fucker of the en and 


goodneſs. Is it an agreeable and pleaſant 
thing in the eye of every: one, t fee; the 
father of a family Jabouring, hy his-virtw- 
eus and honeft induſtry, to provide far the 
_ Proſperity and comfort of his children? and 


is it a loſs agreeable. and pleaſant thing; 10 


tunately fallen much into diſuſe, rau. 


ar 


ere eee 


es bins after he haz been thus vigtv- 
| ouſly employed, direRing their devotion 


171 


> > — . 


tawards God s and implaring for them thas 
protection of his providence and gogdneſs, 
which alone ean give. ſucceſs to his virtu- 
ous induſtsy in their behalf, and be the 
frm faundation of their bappineſs either in 
this world, or in that which is to come. 

za, The laſt particular, under which 
it was propoſed to illuſtrate the duty re- 


| commended in the text, is the exereiſe of 
| that nn W 


ich Providence may. have 
given us over the minds of children. 
This, indeed, without thoſe means of in- 
ſruction and example Which have been 
deſcribed, will carry the appearance of au- 
ſterity and violence, which always hurts 
the influence and ſucceſs of a virtuous 
education; but, at the ſame time, wich- 
out a dua mixture of authority, inſtruction 
and example may, in many caſes, be of a 
very feeble, unavailing influence. 

By authority is meant, that privilege 


which Nature and Providence hath given to 


I ts, 


e , 
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parents, of reproving the enormity 2 
folly of their children, of correcting and 
chaſtiſing them, when reproofs are inef. 

fectual. To the exerciſe of this author 
the wiſe man frequently refers in this book 
of proverbs. In this ſame chapter , 
Fooliſpneſs, he ſays, is bound in the heart of 
a child; but the rod of correctiun ſhall drive 

it from him; and in another place, + He 
that ſpareth his rod hateth his ſon ; but he 
that loveth him, chaſineth him betimes, * 'F we 
rod and reproof give wiſdom ; but a child left 
to himſelf bringeth his mother to Pong i 
It was by the neglect of this authority, 
or becauſe it was not exerted with that 
meaſure of energy and ſtrength, which the 
circumſtances of the caſe required, that 
Eli ſo heinouſly offended God, and had ſuch 
a dreadful puniſhment denounced againſt 
him . It appears from the hiſtory of 
this matter that Eli had very OF 
" = Prov. ej 25. E F . xiii, 24. 


9 Prov. xxix, 15. Fan be he bf 
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and ſeriouſly rebuked bis children for choke: 
crimes ; yet becauſe he had not uſed the 
privilege which Nature and Providence 
had given him, of reſtraining and chaſti- 
ſing them, God threatened to bring down 
a perpetual deſolation on his family. WT 
This branch of duty ſtands oppoſed. to | 
that fond indulgence whereby. children are 
permitted to proceed in their extravagance 
and folly, becauſe of the apparent- harſh- 
neſs and ſeverity that may be requiſite for 
their correction and reſtraint. By this 
efeminate and fooliſh fondneſs, oftentimes 
the greateſt . injury is done to children; 
and though we may gratify and pleaſe 
them for the preſent, and gain perhaps 
the return of a like capricious and blind 
regard, we. are nevertheleſs leading them 
to future miſery. The authority therefore 
of a parent, in reproving and reſtraining 
the folly of his child, is an eſſential and 
important part of the duty recommended 
in the text. 


r 
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At the fame time, in the exettify of ti 
authority, great caution is requited, il 
order to its being attended With ſuetels 
The followitig ditections, in aw, 


with an entire freedom from t 

jende of wrath and pafflon ; 4Hd-with biely 
pottble exprion of rice md ha 
ſite, When correction or fepfbof is give: 

in a wrathful manner, it will hardly fail-to 
 difappoint the purpoſe for Which it is d. 


miniſtered. It Wilt tehd either to Eeite Th, | 


children the utthappy appreherifibi; thit 
by correcting them, we are only giving 
vent to our own fl nature and fevetity ; or 
it will lead them to believe that we art 
- but bad examples of that virtue and piety 
which we ineulcate upon them; line they 
will ſoon be able to perceivey. that the 
turbulence and diforders of exceſſire wrath 
are inconſiſtent with thoſe rules of life in 
which we have inſtructed them. The te- 


proofs and corrections which are given to 
children, 
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| ctildren, ought therefore always to be 
given with calmneſs and compoſure ; and : 


though calm, they may be Krong ; J nay, | EY 


ar; gen in this manner, they will always be 
IN conveyed with the greateſt ener gy ant 
red force ; as from thence it wilt appear, that 


our correction of them is the dictate of 
cur underftandirig, and proceeds from our 
licernment of the hurtfut conſequences of 
their conduct, and not from our on 
peeviſhneſs or pride; which if children 
believe to be the caſt, will ſadly baſſte the 
intended influence of our authority. | 
20, Another important rule to be ob- 
krved in the exeteiſe of authority is, to- 
mingle always with it, marks of tender- 
neſs and pity to the perſons of our children. 
When methods of correction and ſeverity 
ze neceflary, it ſhould, however, appear, 
that we are forced to them againſt our 
choĩee; that we ourſelves. feel the affſic- 
ton which we give; and that nothing 
could prevail with us to empley theſe me- 
tods of ſeverity, but our knowledge and 
con- 
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4 of their abſolute necefity 5 pre- 
yent the miſery of our children, Without 
this, we ſhall, in the language of the apo- 
ſtle Paul, + provoke eur children to wrath, in 

place of bringing them up in theg nurture and 


admunition of the Lord. 
The whole meaſures, indeed, of a a vir- 


tuous education ſhould be ſo conducted, 


as that they may appear to be the diſcipline 
of love, and not the exerciſe. of mere au- 
thority or power Y and much better it is to 


work, if poſlible, upon the ingenuity, the 


| gratitude, and honour of the human heart, 


than upon the, ſervile principle. of fear. 


Methods of ſeverity ought only to be em- 


ployed againſt, obſtinate perverſeneſs and 
depravity; inſtances of which, it is: hoped, 
do not frequently occur. The principle 


of fear, when too ſtrongly wrought upon 


in the minds of children, is apt, either to 
break the ſtrength and reſolution, of their 
minds, and to produce a mean ſervlity 
and cowardice in the future 
7 Eph, vi. 4. 


Plan of their instructions, the ſuggeſtions 


UF 


\ 


Os Ribgtoks E „ 75 


deit lie; or It is feaay to produce A fo 


cret hatted and avetfibe' t6 the while dif- 
cipline and ritles of 4 virtuous education; 


ind this will ſcarcely fi to bfeak Gut” to. 


ſo much the greater exttavagatiee; Whelt 
the hated authority #hd influence” is re- 
nored. Methods ef ſeverity, anll the 
dread of puniſhfffent; are ther only to bs 
employed, when all the "ſofter arts of gen- 
tleneſs and love are found to be too weak. 


They are like thoſe violet aid extraordil 
nary medieines applled im caſes of extra- 
ordinary danger, Which although they 


may, in ſome inſtances, produce a tem- 
potary cure, yet ſeldoin fail, at the ſam̃e 
time, to produce ſuch a weakneſd in the 
conſtitution, as impairs the 'principles of 
life, and enfeebles all its future funCtians: 

Zaly, Another important direction is, 
that the parental authority be exerted only 


againſt undoubted inftances of wicked - 


neſs and folly, If parents take into the 


8 a weak ſuper ſtitioùs credulity, or the 
Vor. III. 9 uncertain 
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mer, and aipuatle belegte. of 
on N ee of e ith, the ſame 


ſolemnity and. zeal, as the moſt unqueſ· 


life; or, if by authority, children are are 
equally reſtrained; from what is innocent 
and harmleſs, as from the moſt per igious 
inſtances of immorality ; the conſequence 
ſtructed in this manner, when they. come 
to the full exerciſe of underſtanding, 
 zudge with freedom for eddy _ 
thus come to perceive the groundleſſneſs 
of what they had been taught, with the 
moſt ſolemn airs of wiſdom and authority, 
plan of a virtuous education, as built upon 
the ſame credulous and weak foundation. 
There is reaſon to apprehend, that as by 
too much indulgence, a ſufficient /check 
Hfeentimes has not been given to the hurt - 
ful folly and extravagance of children 3 ſo 
by too ſevere and 1 _— | 


Fr uncautious winds) have been. —— 5 


| to break through the moſt ſacred and i impor- 
tant ties. While therefore we are careful to 


omit nothing in the plan of our inſtructions 


and authority that is of importance to che 
virtue and happineſs of children, we ſhould 
be equally careful to exclude whatever is 
not neceſſary or conducive to this i impor- 
tant end; and therefore, to allow them 
eyery innocent and harmleſs liberty. | 

The ſecond thing propoſed to. be 'con« 
ſidered, was the importance of the duty 
recommended in the text, and the argu= 


ments by which it is to be enforced. This 


ſhall be the  ſubje& of another diſcourſe. 
At preſent, I.conclude with the following. 
remark ; that the training of a child in the 


way he ſhould go, is a matter that deſerves "'o 


greater ſhare of attention and concern than 


is uſually 1 beſtowed. . In the ordinary plans | 


of education, how much aſſiduity and at- 


tention. is employed to form the under - 


tanding and manners of a child, ſo as that 


he may afterwards appear with advantage | 


N 2 ' in 


. i A” | 3 We 
#5 On Religious Firat. 


in foctety, and be able to procure the in⸗ 
tereſts and honours of this world. This 
branch of education is, no doubt, of great 
and indiſpenſable importance. But is it 
not of ſuperior importance, ta plant, with 
equal aſſiduity and care, the knowledye of 
religion and the principles of virtue in his 
mind; and ſo to form- his manners, 23 
that he ſhall afterwards appear with honour 
and advantage, not only in the fight of 
men, but in the eye of God ; and be fitted 
to perform the part which is incumbent on 
Kim, as a ſubje& of his moral kingdom, 
and the expectant of a bleſſed immortality, 
as the diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt. Without 
this, children are conſidered only in 'the 
light of their connexion with. this pre nt 
world, whiltt their connexion: with their 
Maker, on whom they conſtantly depend, 
with a future judgment, and with thoſe 
eternal intereſts which are then to be de- 
termined according to their conduff * 


this World, are ER and _— | 4 
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Prov. xxil. 6. 
Train up a child i in the way be ki; go. 


IN N a former-diſeeurſe, I e to 
explain the duty recommended in the 
text: I now proteed to conſider the im- 
portance of it, aid the arguments by whinh: 

it ought to be emforced. f 
The exhertation given in e is 5 to 
be conſidered as addreſſed to every man, 
to whons Providence has gwen any degree 
of influence over the minds of children; 
but in à ſpecial manner, as: addreſſed: to 
Patents, to whom Providenee has: given 
N ES. e 


182 3 Religious Educatuon. 


the moſt natural and powerful-i influence: 
and who, by t many peculiar ties, are bound 
to the obſervation of this duty. To this 
| purpoſe, let us firft conſider, (hat ought 
indeed to be conſidered as the baſis and 
ſupport. of every duty to which we are 
called in the courſe of Providence) the re- 
gard we owe to the will of God, and the 
account which we muſt render unto him of 
our conduct in this matter. The general 
principles of all religion, and the ſpecial 
ties of Chriſtianity, point out in the 
ſtrongeſt manner, hoty much it is the ul 
of God, that parents ſhould train up their 
children in the way they ſbouli go. On the 
is a God, and a moral Providence above 
us, that we are now under his omniſcient 
eye, acting our ſeveral parts, in a ſtate of 
trial and probation, in order to receive 
according to our - works; from theſe great 
principles e muſt conclude, that no part 


3 behaviour in this world will fall 
more 


ry 9 


by 
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out this infpe&tion as a capital part of the 
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nore meta under the divine inſpec⸗ : 


tion and review, nor have a greater influence 
in determining his future ſtate of happi= 
neſs or miſery, than the obſervation” or 
neglect of this important duty. "That 
diſtinguiſhing mark of approbation, which 
was given by the Almighty to Abraham, 
the father of the faithful, "ſeems to point 


divine adminiſtration of this world: * Abr. 
ham ſhall furely become. a mighty nation, a1 
all the +: nations of. the earth ſhall be B 4 i 
tim. For 1 know him, that he will comn man. 
bis children, and his houſehold after ES: 3 * 
they ſhall keep the way of the Lord, to & ju 
tice and judgment ; that the Lord may bring | 
upon Abraham, - that which he hath ſpoken of 

tin. Theſe words ſeem evidently to fi g- 
nify, that God, in viewing and judging of 
the character of Abraham, had a principal - 
regard. to his conduct towards his family 
and children; and that finding he N 


5 * Be. — 1 18. / 


'N 4 en 


dt nde in hi ſw with: int 
grity, and piety, he made it one "24 
grounds. on which, he was determined to 
betta the bleflings he, had promiſed takin | 
Rwily; and on 2c ugt af Which h i fg 
hongyrably: ame 1 inge 
cards, as the Frig . Sal * 8 ber. 
But got only the, general privgighs.af 
Wl religion paint out the oblig: Jang that. 
parents, are under to this duty, but there is. 
18 5 Fpecial and ſolemn. Tong 


WIEN bien, n N 5,94 
pot Magd merely upon the fapting 50 


hich a) all the other duties of religion Aland, d, 
viz. the precept of di divine : aufhoritys but 
to this duty. they; are bound. in a very par- 
ticular d ſpecial, manner, by the ot dinance 
of bapt) oh, to which children are preſented 
by their parents, With. what deſign are 
| qbildeen preſented, p this acred inftityrion? 
4 not ſurely meant, that the ſprinkling, 

Wer en aß infants Fogre ee 


ing over him een can be of 
itſelf 


— 


. elf FP wa | bret * Naz ONE, ge 
deſign of it, at leaſt, is to bring the poranty 


childxen, a9 4þ6 G ples of the Lord eas 
Chriſt; ta form theix tendet minds on the 
principles ang rpotives of the Chriſtian reli: 
gon; and thus tg. train them up inte way 
70 ſhould ge,, It ip tp.give, to e origine! 
ties of conſgipnce, end humanity, the di 
tional and ſolemn tie, of their own pram: 
ory, Vie made in. the venerable name. of 
God, in, which, they were. themſelves hap- 
died. Was. the C xiſtia baptiſm regarded 
in this ligbt; in this.vi 1 ö i * 
ſhew 1 eee ſolſeitude to anſwer. the 
olemn, obligations which, it brings . them 
under, 28 to haye the ſacred rite, itſelf per- 
formed, it, would, have. great. and durable 
checks in the Chriſtian, church. But by 
tha curſory, manner. in, which it is obſerved. 

the inattention and indifference, of ga- 
rents, ig the religious education af their 
vida after thay, h ee | 


* 
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of it are but rarely to be fee 
of Chad. ! £5 BHI 10 U 

2d, For the further Muftration- of che 
ſudjet, let us conſider” the import Fw 
the duty recommended in the text, to the 
welfare of ne The influence : of f.. 


2 


Py odd, 20, is one of the moſh iefal and 
Important ſpheres of life. There are few 
things whereby a man can be of greater ad- 
vantage, or diſadvantage to ſocie „ than 
by the obſervation or neglect of this im- 
portant duty. If ſobriety, and purity of 
manners,” is ever to prevail in the ye 
communities of men, it muſt 1 dunded 

on the good ordet and ſobrlety of famille; 

and take its riſe from the religious educa- 
tion and examples of domeſtic life. Unt! | 

the principles of piety and virtue are fown 
. and'cultivated in the minds of children, by 

a virtuous: education, every other mean of 
public reformation, is but damming up the 


L 22 whilſt a from wich 4 
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flow are kept open and ſupplied.” And was 
this influence of parents ſuitably directed; | 
and carefully employed, very great effecte 
might be expected from it: Hirſt, from the 
greater aptitude of children to receive the 
impreſſions of religious wiſdom in their 
earlier years, than in any future period of 
life: Secondly, From that peculiar in- 
fuence which parents naturally have over 
the ſentiments and manners of their chil- 
dren: And, laſtly, From the bleſſing of 
almighty. God, on ſuch an excellent and 
laudable employment. Hence the conduct 
of Abraham, in the religious inſtruction 
of his houſehold and: children, is deſcribed 
| as ſucceſsful in - accompliſhing the uſeful 


purpoſe for which it was employed; They 
ſhall keep the way of the Lord, to do juſtice 
and judgment: Hence alſo in the ſequel of 
the text, Train up a child in the way he ſhould 
15 and whin be is ali be will not depart from | 
' "Theſe expreſſions evidently ſignify, 

| ta "_ the religious edacation-of td | 


0 Gen, XViii. 19. 
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we are ee to bin ſuch 8 


on their hearts, as will have a falutaty ard 
a laſting influence en the whole of their 


future conduct. If accordingly, we in · 
quire into the cauſes of the prevalence of 
immorality, in the preſent, or in any formet 
age, we ſhall probably perceive that a 
prineipal one, is the negleR of religiout 
If then we would wiſh to do the moſt im · 
portant ſervice; ts ſociety, and leave ſome 
traces of our uſefulneſs behind us, we will 
ain up our children and dependant nd 
* they ſhould ga. WONT. + 
ation. of the 


, For the. farther ill ratio 
babjef, let us conſider, how much tb 
parental affection and concern for the hap- 
pines of children, which Nature, as well 
«a x Religion.and:Chuiltianity, has. inſtructed 

us to feel, obliges parents to the obſerva» 
tion of this. If they wiſh: te, f ſee 


their children happy, enn this dictate of 
be. mare: n gratified, 
than 
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| /ruld go To ſet this matter in its full 


tranſmit to them the moſt ĩmportant bleſſ 
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light, I would requeſt V to * 
following ebſervations. 
iſt, That by training n ehjldvein 4 in the 
way they ſhould ge, we are likely to convey to 
them the moſt important bleſſings which it 
is in the power of a WO er en. 
his children. 

24ly, That unlefs this duty is bee 
& with proper care, children run the 


_ greateſt rifle, not only of loſing theſe im- 


portant bleſſings, but of being involved j in 
oppoſite unhappineſs and miſery. 
2dly, That if children are not mens * 
in the way they Haul go, all the other ad- 
hands, will only prove the means of more 
extenſive eorruption and unhappineſs. _ 
rſh, By training up children in the way 
they ſhould go, their parents are likely; to 


ings which it is poſſible for a parent to 
FD. | ; beſtow 
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beſtow upon his children: they ſhall t ereby 
lead them to that courſe of life, which by 
the conſtitution of their nature and the 
appointment of their Maker, can de the 
only folid and durable foundation of their 
happineſs in all the future periods of 'their. 
being. That piety and virtue, although 
we ſhould view it only in its natural od: 
immediate effects, in that ſelf-approbation 
and tranquillity, and in that focial enjoy- 
ment and eſteem which it procures, is of 
principal importance to the happineſs of life, 
may, on calm attention, appear viſible to 
the weakeſt eye. As the wiſe man bas 
elegantly expreſſed it; * happy ir the man 
that findeth wiſdom, and the man that get- 
teth- under flanding. Fur the merchandiſe 
of it is better than the merthandiſe-of 
ſilver, and the gain thereof than fine. 
gold. She is more precious than rubies ; and 
all the things thou canſt defire are not tobe 
_ unto her. Length of days i is in ber 
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right hand, and in pin band, riches. Ll 
and all her paths are Peace... 1 Te F 
Added, to the natural . 3 
advantages. of a virtuous life, of how much 
greater importance is ĩt to be deemed, when 
it is conſidered as the law of God, and 
the requiſite foundation of his favour and 
regard ? And what a powerful motive is, 
in this view. of i it, ſuggeſted to the minds 
of parents, to bend their chief attention 
and endeavours. here, in the education of 
their children? Let an affectionate parent 
ſk himſelf, were he juſt now to leave the 
world, and to leave his ch ildren after him, 
whether he would ſpend his laſt and dying 
moments, (was the fate of his children to 
lepend on it) in wiſhing they might live 
in opulence and pleaſure, joined with wick- 
edneſs and guilt, or in obſcurity and po- 
ſerty, with piety and virtue; that his be- 


loved child ſhould: be, indeed, a wealthy 


hy and live amidſt the gaieties and 
| Tae ſplen- 


1 ons for ate 


4 — and 80 man, 4 TR 
of religion and of God ; or that Ne Moiita 
be Poor, and perhaps delpifed, but z —4 


and friend of God, temperate and 109 l in 
nis lite, beloved and valued by His emis, 
contented and fatisfied within muff 
If no wiſe parent would Hefitate'a rliditient 
in che choice, fhould he heſitate a: thbtherit 
in determining where he dught to im- 
ploy his chief attention and Evi in 
the education of his'children ? 
Parents labour with mid ait 
accumulate tlie riches; and to procute die 
preferments of this world, for their chil 
dreti. - Should they not eohſider! what 
thare of their labour ought tä be'\mplegec 
in the religious cultivation and” improve- 
ment of their bearts; and hon much 
more effectually they might, by this means, 


ky 1 for them the tranſitory, and 
: oftentimes 


192 


oſtentimes deſtructive intereſts and plea- 
| lures of the world; by teaching them, in 
the language of the wiſe author of this 
book of proverbs, + how much better it is 10 
get wiſdom than gold; and to get underſtands 
ing rather to be choſen than ſiluer! 1 
2dly, Let it be obſerved, that wales the 
duty recommended in the text, is performed 
 vith proper care, children run the greateſt 
ik, not only. of loſing the important 
adyantages, meant to be conveyed by a. 
virtuous education, but of being involved 
in oppoſite unhappineſs and miſery, Chil- 
dren come into the world totally unquali- 
fed, either for diſcharging the proper 
offices of life, or enjoying the happineſs it 
is capable of affording them. In this re- 
ſet, the human nature is a more feeble 
and imperfect thing than even the brutal 
nature, which ſoon arrives at the ſmall 
degree of im mprovement of which it is 
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ſuſceptible, and then defifts from further 
progreſs. The mind of man, in the firſt | 
period of its exiſtence in this world, is not 
unlike to the outlines of a picture lightly 
ſketched, which care and pains muſt after. 
wards colour and complete. Henes it lies 
expoſed to the oppoſite impreſſions of wil. 
dom or folly, of innocence or guilt, from 
the education and examples which it meets 
with in its earlier years. Nayy if this edu- 
cation, and theſe examples, are not of the 
virtuous kind, and adhibited with care, 
the young, uncautious, and unjudging 
mind, (without an extraordinary protection 
from divine Providence and ae will 
The human nature is not only weak 
and helpleſs, at its firſt appearance in this 
world, but it has received a mighty ſhock 
by man's apoſtacy from God; and very 
early marks of the diſorder which proceeds 
from this — appear in the minds of 
2 chikites; 


FEBS SLATES 


2 & 


will 


CS = \ 
© 
vw. wy 


ous and early ' caution aided by the grace 
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children; as Solemon hath expreſſed it, 


# fruliſhneſs is bound in the heart of a chilu. 
And ought not this to be a powerful argu- 


nent with an affeRionate and loving pa- 
rent, to labour with ſo much the greater care 
for the virtue and the welfare of his child; 
He has been the inſtrument of bringing 
him into the world under this fatal diſ- 
advantage, which, without a very aſſidu- 


of Heaven, will ſoon bring forth the 
bitter fruits of guilt and miſery, Having 
brought them into the world under this 
peculiar diſadvantage, it is but common 
juſtice and humanity to do what he can to 
help them ſafely out of it. And it will be 
found, that his doing this, will require all 
the care and pains he can beſtow. To 
form the principles of piety and virtue in 
the hearts of children, is a very delicate and 
dificult employment. It is like tranf- 
Planting from a warm to a cold and barren 
»Pfor. al gg 
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ſoil, thoſe delicate and tender plants which 
cannot be preſerved or nouriſhed to matu- 
rity, but by uncommon: art and care. 

- This fatal diſadvantage is 9 
ereaſed by the ſtate and circumſtances of 
the world into which they are to go. 
Alas ! they are to go into a. world where 
ſnares lie thick on every ſide, and poiſoned 
arrows, aimed at the deſtruction of their 
virtue, fly from every quarter; 5 and: which 
(God knows) without the ſtrongeſt guards 
of a virtuous education, and the ſtronger 
guard of his almighty grace, they are little 
able, and leſs willing, to reſiſt. Notwith- 
ſtanding, therefore, all the imagined fondneſs 
and affeCtion of parents for their children, 
there cannot be a more mercileſs and inhu- 
man thing, than to ſend them out into the 
world unprepared againſt the dangerous 
and fatal ſnares to which their innocence 
and happineſs are ſoon to be expoſed, They 
are to go upon a difficult and important 


voyage, wherein many hazards muſt be 
F 9 kun, 
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un, and much ſkill is requiſite, to pilot 
them with ſafety in their progreſs. If 
they go upon it ignorant and unprepared, 
they will probably ſink themſelves, | ere 
long, into bottomleſs perdition. 
zaly, Obſerve, that if children are not 
tnined up in the way they ſhould go, all 
other advantages of life which are put into 
their hands, will only prove the means 
of more extenſive corruption and unhappi- 
eſs; they will heighten and inflame the 
innate corruption of the heart, and give 
the more unbounded ſcope to their licen- 
touſneſs and folly. Happy had it been 
for many children, to have been educated 
in a virtuous and honeſt poverty, and thus, 
hom neceſlity, inured to a virtuous and 
boneſt induſtry, inſtead of being furniſhed, 
by the ill- directed induſtry, and labour of 
their parents, with the means and the 
notives to en diſh ne and; de- 
haucher! / 


«* 


In the graver and more thoughtful pe- 
riods of life; we are ready to complain of 
the fully and lieentiouſneſs of earlier years, 
Let it be conſidered, how far parents may 
have contributed to what they now com- 
plain of and lament, by the neglec of f 
that religious education they fhould have 


given their children, whilft their minds ] 
were, as yet, untainted by the world, and whit 
more open to the impreſſions of religious on 
wiſdom. If children ſhall obſerve, in the thou 
converſation and example of their parents, ben 
a perpetual keen attention to accumulate Wl hdg 
the riches of this world, without an equal WH be c. 
care to form the prineiples of piety and quit! 
virtue in their hearts; what can be ex- be, i 
pected as the conſequenee of this? And 
they not, by their example, leading then, the r 
either on the one hand, te a low, fordid, us, n 
and penurious avarice; or, if their un- but 
gainly leſſons of ſelfiſhneſs and avarice loſe WW opp 
88 their N are _ not nen judg 
"= & to Wl 2nd | 


ee e 0 


| to juſt the oppoſite extreme? By giving 
| them the proſpect of future lazy epulence 
and luxury, are they not quenching in ther 
dl defire of every valuable improvement, 
nd preparing for them the means of grati- 
ſying every diſſolute and lieentious 23 
ton ? 1 
J only add n mth 
which I can conceive. nothing fronger 
on the ſubjeR.. Let it be ſuppoſed, (al 
though it be beyond expreflion mournful 
to make the ſuppoſition) that at the: final 
dgment of the world, our children are to 
be condemned amongſt the workers of ini- 
quity, and that their condemnation is to 
be, in part, the conſequence.of our negle@, 
and therefore put to our account: ſuppoſe 
the righteous. judge of all were to condemn 
us, not only as the guilty authors of our own, 
but of the condem 
ſuppoſe, that added to the ſentence of the 
judge, we were to hear the doleful cries 
and lamentations of our miſerable children, 
„ upbraiding 


ation of our children: 


tes a Religious — 


upbraiding their unnatural and guilty pas 
rents, as the authors of their miſery; and 
is it poſlible for the heart of man'to figure 
t itſelf a more tremendous- interview } 
But to this every parent ſtands expoſed 
who does not, with the utmoſt care, 505 
up his children in the way they ſbould _ On 
the other hand, is it poſſible to conceive, 
that ſuch a joyful circumſtance can ever 
Happen in the courſe of his exiſtence, than 
to ſtand applauded at the final judgment 
of the world, as having trained up his chil. 
with them by the Judge and Saviour of the 
world, into the e n of 
their heavenly Father? rein b 
The ſum of what has e 
tdthe ſubject is, that nature as well as reli- 
gion teaches parents, in the ſtrongeſt man- 
ner, to deſire and provide for the welfare 
of their children; and he muſt be à mon- 
| Mer in his kind who is not thus diſpoſed. 
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| But i in acting from this dictite of their na- 
ture, they ought to take it calmly and ſe- 


riouſly into their thoughts, in what way, 


and by what plan of induſtry, in their be- 


half, they are moſt likely to promote their 
future welfare, either in this world or in 


that which is to come; and on this in- 
quiry they will certainly perceive, that the 


firſt and higheſt object of their care ſhould 


be 0 train them up, by their religious in- 
ſtructions, example and n in * ihe 


way they ſhould go. a 1 


I have gone though the Giri ben 


lars propoſed to be conſidered in diſcourſing 
on the ſubje& of the text. The import- 


ance of the ſubje& will, I hope, juſtify 
the earneſtneſs with which the above par- 
ticulars have been recommended to your 
thoughts. This indeed is a matter of 
ſuch conſequence, that if a ſenſe of God, 


and the impreſſions of religion, are to 

leave the world, and die with the pre- 

ſent age, or if they are to be preſerved 
"A. 2 and 
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and. tranſmitted to a ſucceeding age, it 
will be chiefly owing to the neglect 1 obs 
fervation of this duty. 

It might be proper to conclude this i 
courſe with ſome addreſs to thoſe who are 
yet in the earlier period of life, for whoſe 
benefit the direction of the text is given. 
At preſent, I have time only to offer 3 
ſingle word of exhortation. If God has 
bleſſed you with religious and. virtuous pa- 
zents, who employ their time and care, not 
only to promote your intereſt and comfort 
in this preſent world, but under a ſtill no- 
Ner direction of paternal tenderneſs, are 
Jabouring to plant thoſe ſentiments of 
piety and virtue in your breaſts, which 
Will be the ſeeds of everlaſting happineſs 
and joy, when all the intereſts and com- 
Forts-of this world are gone: O, learn to 
value and improve this ineſtimable gift; 
Praiſe the goodneſs of your Maker in be- 
Gowing it. Next to his having ſent his 
Son from heaven. to redeem your fouls, it 
W is 
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ſs the moſt precious blotting of bis good- 
neſs, Open therefore your underſtandings 
and your hearts to the inſtructions which 
they give, and follow their exaniple i in the 
way that leads to everlaſting life. By the 
good education they have given you, they 
have laid the foundation of a virtuous and 
happy life; you yourſelf, by the help of | 
God, ned raiſe the ſuperſtructure. Re- 
ceive then, and cultivate with care, that 
remembrance and ſenſe of your Creator in the 
days of youth, which they have been endea- 
vouring to eſtabliſh in your hearts, and be 
_ aſſured, this will be the ſource of the trueſt 
honour and enjoyment in this world, and nn 
of a glorious immortality with God in ; 
heaven, “ Hear then, ye children, the inſtruc- =_ 
tion of a father, and attend to know under= \ 
ſtanding.— Get wiſdom, get underſtanding 3 nj 
forget it not, neither decline from the words 1 


of her mouth. Forſale her not, and ſhe S 1" 
* Prov, iv. To | | | | wi 


preſervt : 
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The CharaQer ad Obligacions A a 
Miniſter of the Goſpel. 4 


[Preached at the Admiſfion of the Keren 
Mr. Groxck BANNATINE to be Mi- 
niſter of the Wynd-Church of Glaſgow.] 
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MaTrTaHEw v. 13. 
Ye are the Salt of the Earth. 
II is generally underſtood, that when 


our bleſſed Saviour addreſſed theſe words 
to his diſciples, he conſidered them chiefly 


in that public character in which they were 


to be employed, as the teachers of his reli- 


gion. Salt is of a purifying nature, and 


the preſervative from putrefaction; and 


they, as the publiſhers and preachers of the 


goſpel, were to purify the minds of men, | 
and preſerve their morals from corruption. 


. | bo 
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| It i is s probable o our - Saviour referred to two 2 
things i in this compariſon z firſt, to the na- 
ture and influence of their inftrudtions ; 


and, ſecondly, to that of their example; 


and meant to ſignify, that it behoved each 


of theſe to be of a ſalutary, purifying na- 
ture. As. the particular conſideration of 
each of theſe might lead me to exceed the 


proper bounds of this diſcourſe, -I have 
therefore propoſed to confine myſelf chief- 


ly to the laſt of them; which, indeed, I 
take to be the principal thing intended by 
our Saviour, from a ſimilar expreſſion in 


St. Mark r, where ſpeaking of the practi- 


cal impreſſions of the goſpel on the minds 


of men, he ſays to his diſciples, Have ft 


in yourſelves, 
In the l diſcourſe, i thall hs 
fore endeavour, by divine aſſiſtance, in the 
firſt place, to ſtate what we are to under- 
ſtand by being the ſalt of the earth, when 


chis expreſſion is mee | 


1 we # Mark in, 30 FE; WES 14 POT 
4: | the 


t of @ Minifter of the Gb. 
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the nature and influence of a miniſter's ex- 
ample. . 24, The importance of his being 
2 ified, in this ſenſe of the GY 


for the duties of his miniſtry, * 


In diſeourſing on theſe partieutars, 1 


am ſenſible, that in a different ſituation, it 

would be mueh more becoming me, and 
what I would much rather chuſe, to hear 
ind learn my duty from tbe reverend fa- 
thers and brethren who are here preſent; 


than to pretend to teach them theirs: it is 


only to perform the part, which arifes from 
the province, now aſſigned me, that 1 


would, with all humility, lay before them 


that idea of the character, and obligations, 
of a minifter, which I wiſh, however defec- 


tive or faulty, to inculcate on myſelf. 
The firſt thing propoſed, was to ate; 


what we are to underſtand by being the 


ſalt of the earth, when the expreflion is 


conſidered as referring to the nature an 
influence of a miniſter's example. Fi 


e a fow words. | ON 
Firft, 


- Firſt, It ſignifies, that his conduct, in 
the fight: of men, be directed by the lags 
of that religion which he preaches. to the 
world; that there, nothing be obſerved 
which. tends. to raiſe a ſuſpicion in the 
minds of men, that himſelf is not convinced 
of their authority, or directed by their in- 
Auence, This is the firſt, and the mol 
obvious thing, denoted by our Savi ur's. 
 expreflion in the text; without which, a 
miniſter muſt, at once, deſtroy, his uſeful- 
neſs, and, in the words of the text, the ſalt 
mult Joſe its favour, . B this is Bay the 
whole. - For, WAS: Dis e 
| adly, The nl N that: he 
ſecret ſprings. and motives of his conduc 
be directed alſo by the goſpel; and ha 
the outward regularity. and virtue of bis 
life, be the natural expreſſion. of the ſenti · 
ments and temper of his heart. There are 
two different characters ſuſtained; by every 
man: iſt, The character which he has 
with men, and the reputation which is 
n given 
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gen him by the world. ad, The be- 
ter which he has with God, and the place: 
which he holds in his eſteem. The firſt of 
theſe ariſes from his viſible deportment in 
ſociety; the ſebond, not from that alone, 
but from that in its connexion with the 
principles and diſpo tions of his heart. 
This diſtinction runs through the whole of 
ſacred ſcripture. It is ms" made by: 
the apoſtle to the Romans; * He is net a 
Jeu, who 18 one outwardly, but he if Few! 
who 15 one' imvardly, whoſe pruiſt it not! of 
nen, but of God. © Now each of theſe was, 
no doubt, intended by our Saviour in this 
denomination, I are the ſalt o, the earth. 
His goſpel is evidently deſigned to purify” 
the diſpoſitions of the heart of man, as well 
x to direct the meaſures of his life: with no 
propriety, therefore, could he ſay to his 
diſciples, + are tbe ſalt "of the earth, with! 
out including each of n the a 
this enen ( ein b ee 
. „ Rom: i ii. 28, 20-24 EAR 
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- a miniſter muſt feel the power of that inter- 


exery man by whom it is helieved f and | 
fam thence exhibit te the world, the er- 


ample of 4 virtuous and haly life. This 
internal piety muſt ſpread its influancein- 
te the whale of his deportment, hut in 3 
more eſpecial manner into the ſaered and 

| kg aught to be awakened ta an affectiangte 
and feeling ſenſe of ſacred thinge, aud be 
eanſcious of that influence in himſc}fy which 


it ie the purpoſe of his feveral mini- 


tions to promote in the minds of mn. 
When, for inſtance, he cogducts the wor: 
ſhip. of a Chriſtian aſſembly, and sxpreſſtes 
in their name, that homage of the heart, 
with which they ought to warſhip: God, 
ternal homage in himſelf, aud ſpaak ouly 
what proceeds em * genuine: impreſ- 


hs 1 nn r ons 
| . 
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. of Miniſer of the Goſpels: as 


fions of his own heart. When preaching to 

a Chriſtian afſemblyz he would lead his 
hearers: to a ſuitable idea, and ithprefion, | 
of eternal things, be ſhould then be filled, 
himſelf, with the heavenly impraſſtion, antl 
draw from thence the deſrriptionb 3 
forcements which he ſets: before them. In 
2 word, in every ſacred miniſtration; in 
which he is employed, he muſt ſtudy to be- 
tions of his heart, and in the eyt of God, 
who ſees the heart, what he outwardly a- 
pears to be, what he wiſhes-to-be feguted in 
the public eye, and what it is the profeſſed 
intention of his facred min iſtrations to pro- 
mote among mankind, To be thus: di- 
rected. and Gifgaleds: in the daties of the 
full Ggniciowof our Saviour bee. | 
He are tbe falt of the earth.” 1 

The e eee op | 

to be conſidered, is the importance of a 
miniſter's being qualified; ir this ferefo'of 
24 P 2 
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Ae expretion, for the office of che mini 
ſtry. I ſhall conſider this importance 
three different lights: 1ſt, In point of duty 
and ſincerity. 2d, In the view of its uti- 
lity and advantage to the world. And, zd, 
In the view of that comfort and advantage, 
which n * from i it to as n _ 
. of, r 

i er's being the galt of the earth,” in 
the ſenſe juſt now explained, in point of 
duty and ſincerity.— It is eaſy to obſerve, | 
that, - beſides the general obligations of re- 
ligion and morality incumbent upon every 
ma, there are ſpecial obligations; whit 
-ariſe from men's particular profeſſions in 
:Fociety'; that their acting ſuitably 1 to the, 
principally conſtitutes that virtue and pro- 
ꝓtiety of life, which is generally mark 8 

with honour and —_ 1 r leir 
ten a e mity, which 3 aaa 
rally marked with. diſhonour OE: 


of a Miniſter of the Gypel. "1p 


It is eaſy, likewiſe, to obſerve, that in the 
particular profeſſion of a miniſter, . that in- 
ternal piety, which the goſpel was intended 
to promote, is eſſential to the propriety: 
and virtue of his character. By the nature 
of his office, he muſt aſſume the outward 
form of piety; nay, he muſt aſſume it of- 
ten, in the immediate preſence of his Ma- 
ker, and, with an air of importance and 
ſolemnity, expreſs before him the effuſions - 
of a heart devoted to his ſervice. If, ne- 
rertheleſs, there is nothing correſponding 
to this outward form, in the real ſtate and 
temper of his foul, a greater imptopriety 
ners cannot be conceived, It is more 
than impropriety; it is falſehood and inſin- 
cerity: for what can be a greater, or 2 
more odious infundetity, than, with a ſeri- 
ous and ſolemn air, 'to' counterfeit a cha- 
rater, of which we” are not really poſ- 
ſeſſed, and that not only in the ſight of 
men, but in the immediate eye of God; 
* wider the” diſguiſe of an immediate - 
2 P 3 | 2 


tranſition, mix itſelf in cverꝝ other eircum- 


n e bis 4482840 Mugge y r This 
' counterfeited character, withal, muſt be 
maintained thraygh the daily bufineſs'of 
| life; whenes it will be very difficult for 
ſuck a man to preſerve OI 
candour and OE EI ſane 
"if dans e dae vached,: | 
as apt to mingle a peculiar ſtrain — 
and hypocriſy in their ' condu@t with the 
world. I hope the cenſure bas been made 
they haue deſerved. But if at any time 
the renfu has been zuſt, What hath been 
obſerved, may lead us te a natural enpli- 
cation of this pecultiaxity. A ſtudliad, and 
deliberate hypocxiſy in the ſagzed- functions 
of the. miniſtry, i. e, in the maſk ſerious 
and ſolemn parts of human life, will in- 
ſenſihly root out every principle of can 
ddur from the hearts and, by 2 natural 


* nan & — 
a | . remarked, 
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temarked, that this affords no ry relle 
tion againſt the miniſterial profeſſion but 


he who is qualified in the manner above 
deſcribed, will, from that unſeen” and ac- 
curate ſincerity, which he ſtudies to obſerve 
in the functions of his miniſtry, natively 
improve his ſenſe of canddur and ſincerity 
in om a r adtion of his life. 3 


deed, the likelieſt of 5 nine m_—_— 
come thoroughly acquainted with the arts 
of impoſturs and diſguiſe; yet he, who is 
ſincere in his profeſſion, is as likely to be- 
come à man of the molt delicate e 
in every part of life. W 
From theſe few en it may Abet 
how much, in point of duty and ſincerity, 
the teacher of religion is obliged to be the 
felt of the - earthy in the ſenſe above eu: 
plained; If this is not his real character 
he does not only act am inconſiſtent and 


n but is truly, in the fight. of 
P + | Go 


2gainſt the man by whom it is abuſed: , 


+ and coals he candidly reflect en hn es con- 
duct, would ſee himſelf in the ſame con- 
temptible and odious light. On cis ac · 
eount, our en ” hay — the 
1 worthleflnels Py the Wa Bar loft its 
fevour it it good for nothing, but to: be wf 
ext, and trodden under foot of men. s 
A⁊dly, I am, in the next place, to repreſ 
the importance of the charact. f above de- 
ſcribed, in the view of its adyantage to the 
World. This is to be conſidered as the 
principal thing intended by our Saviour in 
6s text; for when he calls the teachers of 
religion the ſalt of the carib, he meant 
. Ghiefly to repreſent. their uſeful, Ane; 
upon the world. What I havye to offer up- 
on this head, ſhall be digeſted under the 
-three following particulars, 1. A miniſters 
being qualified in the manner above de · 
ſeribed, is what alone will enable him to 
Sie a ſuitable example ta the world. 2. It 
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will 0 hin to ex ind 
talents God has given vim, toe beſt ad= 


a kind of oppoſite authority to wickedneſs. | 


vantage in his p 


ends of his profeſſion. 3. It will gan bim 


a peculiar talent of inſt "uct 

ö the ae of his minifry, anc 
. Firſty A x a ter's': being qualifed Jad 

diſpoſed in the manner above deſcribed, is 


what alone will enable him to give a ſuit- 


able example to the world. Here, the ge- 
neral obſervation will occur to every man, 
That the good example of à miniſter is - 
highly requiſite, to add authority and. 


weight to his inſtructions; and thats an op 


poſite example will not only n and 
deſtroy this authority, but, in che ende 
of many, will furniſh an apology, and give 


The undiſtinguiſhing, which is by far the 
greateſt part of mankind, will be hereby» 


tempted to believe that religion is nothing 


at the bottom ute” a fabulous impoſture,, 
-# | or, 


ry, 8 fir for the ben » of religion to dike | 


ene 


3 — and view re+ 


(and — withic the 
eee 
good example of a miniſter, which is fitted 
40 give weight to his inſtructions, muſt im- 


——— 
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ſenſe of decency, a miniſter "_ 5 ad- 
jaſt the: meuſares; of his conduc 


"db apprantates before dic — 


exempted: from reproach; and avoid the 


danger of corrupting others by che forces 


of is example, This however, ends 


goodneſs of div heart, and be the nat 


of what gebe, not onfy in poine f 
candour and ſincerity, but in point of uſe- 
fulne fs, and in order to bid _ ende 
of his profeſſoa« . 

Fhere is 2 _ degree of abfiraAon 
from the vanities and vices" of the world, 
and a peculiar pitch of eminener in the 
virtues of the Chriſtian life, which is ex- 
n 5 the wort, and ams thivedt fo 
That ſacred kifure eee 
it gives from the cares and diſfipations of 
the world; that habitual attention which it 
calls upon him to beffow' on ſpiritual and 
heavenly things," ought natively to raife- 
him to this peculiar excellence; and the 
clergy, to do jaſtice to foeiety, ud 1 
bour to acquire, not only a fuperior knows" 
ledge of religions truth, hut x fuperior er- 
perience of-its purifying power upon their 
hearts, and from thence afflſt the reſt of 
mankind” to ſurmount thoſe oppoſite im 
r world, to which they 


In no e e way,. G bee, can Hark. þ 
diftingui iſhed excellence and virtue be ex . 
preſſed in a miniſter's example, but by his: 
being qualified for the duties of his function, : 
in the manner above deſcribed. Prudence, 

or attention to the opinion of the world. 
may lead a man to imitate this character, 
but the . will be 8 difting guith: 


dates will either leave the man, * —— 
they are aſſumed, in a ſtate of ſpiritleſs in- 
difference, or they will betray him into an, 


unnatural oftentation and exceſs. There is 
always ſomething natural and open, in the 
conduct of an honeſt man, and a freedom 
5 and ſimplicity i in his manners, which can- 
not be expreſſed, but when it comes . a 


diately and freely from the heart. 
This, now, is the example whichy an mi- 
niſter i is called to ſet before the wi and 


by Which he is to ſeaſon and ſupport __ 


+. 


elf, 2 pet 
bis own reputation eee 


. 
inſtructions which he gives * and this, 185 
deed, will give them a pec culiar authority, 
Religion, when exhibited in real life, with- 
out affectation and bemalte, ef] pecially i in 


trying and diſncult occaſions, will give the 


world an idea and conviction of its excel- 
lence, h ich no deſcription can. attain 3 
without which the moſs. accurate deſerip- 


tion will appear no more than a a diſplay of 


ingenuity and art; and the miniſter him 


To the above remarks it may be wack; | 
that z good: example, in the conduct of a 
iſter, is like ar th 4 be accompanied with 
partie ages: From obſer= _ 
vation of the world, we Hall find chat 5 : 
all the different ſocketies, in which men 
are cloſely linked together, there is Uſa . 
ly ſome leading influence which forms the 
taſte of the ſociety, and gives it its pecu= 


Liar character. This influence is _ 


acquired by means of ſome dif 


6 4 


: Nation and ability. : The ne 


niſter, and thoſe offices of life in which, 


by his „he is called to be em- 


influence in that religious ſociety to hi 
the providence of God hath, immediately 
connected him. As our Saviour expreſle 


* He acts his part 


ho din likely to hare ohne 
tenſive influence 2 and, corrupted. as the 
world. is, there. is Hill ſomething» reſpoct. 


filled by him in a worthy" mangery/and 
. rome 2 and * F will 


| played, naturally tend to give him chen 


it, He is as 4 city fat upon @ bill ubich 5 


ahle in the ſtation of a miniſter. If it is 
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el, will prompt him to gxert himfalf, , and 
the beſt advantage in his power, for an- 
bwering the ens of hig profaſlion;/ There 
is 3 certain point af perfection in every 
buſineſs of life to which every man, Who 
adds in the genuine ſpirit of his profeſſion, 
vill endeavour to attain; Thaugł the faith - 
ful miniſter of Chriſt puts no eanfidence 
in himſelf, or in any little abilities or im- 
provements of his awn, knowing that the 
fucceſs of all his labaurs- muft dapend om 
God, yat from the najurq of hie profeſs: 
dan, he knows: it is his duty to performs 
the part which is aſſigned him in the per. 
ſecteſt manner that he can, and in this um 
a rely an the affſtanoe which is promilad 
in the goſpel. In every ſacred miniftra« 
tien, in which the teaaher e religion in 
galled ta ba employed, there is undoubty 
edly a certain method of perfarming it; 
the and for which it wee defigutd. In 


in ien it mode TTL | in "der 


There 2 bag e bg: 
of religion ſuggeſted. in the goſpel, 4 cer. 
tain ſelection to be made, from time ta 
time, which is beſt adapted to the circum 
ſtances of the people to whom they are 
addreſſed, and which, in their 3 
fituation, is likelieſt to be accompanied 
with Ts effects, - phos jou men and 
the: Scotia, art * Smit; profe 
and a principal part of 'that-Wwiſdom"of: 
which the ſcriptures ſpeak, by which be 
winneth: fouls.” To arrive at this peculiar 
wiſdom and ability, the faithful miniſter 
of: Chriſt will ana the 2 his 


2 


# 
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life, and exert every talent God has den R 
him to the utmoſt of his power.” T 
he will: feel himſelf obliged, that Nehm : 
do juſtice to the character and commiſſion 
which he bears to that divine religion 
which he preaches to the world, and to 
the ſouls of men who are com mitted to his 
care. He ſees. that the ends of his profeſ- | 
ſion are of infinite importance to the hap» 
pineſs of men; for they are no leſs than 
to bring. them from” darineſt unto lights 
From the potuer of Satan unto God, that 
they may - receive forgiveneſs f ſin, | and in 
heritance among the ſaints," by the faithi that 
is in Jeſus Chrift. + The feelings of hu- 
manity, - cheriſhed by the ſenſe of his. re- 
ligion, will deeply intereſt him in the 
accompliſhment of theſe deſigns; and it 
would give him a ſingular affliction to be- 
lieve, that theſe were obſtructed in his 
hands by any criminal eee, or miſ- 
conduct of his own. : LA 97 e Pa, a 7 
Vox. III. 5 


116 — 
Animated by the fame great idea of the 


— his profeſſion, he will mekon it 


his duty to cultivate the faculties wich 
God has given him, and to be every day 
adding to the improvements he has made 


a life of ignorance and ſloth ; and retreat, 


ſipid waſte: of time, in the frivolous can- 
verfation and amuſements of the world, 


which are a hindranee to every valuable 


improvement. New fields af knowledge, 


ag ſſential to the ſacred character, or con 
gucive to its uſefulneſs and dignity, will 


de ever opening to his view. Though be 
&nows that the gracious influence of Gad 
alone can reach the conſciences or x chair 
he hearts of men; yet he alſo-knows,athat 
choſe Neun qualifications which belong 
profeſſien, are, in their nature, ſit- 

ted to-aceampliſh theſe deſigns, and hat a 
miniſter j is then likelieſt ta obtain this. gra- 
cious 


| as a ceacher of the goſpel. He will hae 


as much as decently he can, from that in- 
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cious influence from God, when, with a 


humble dependance on 15 be exerts an and 
cultivates the talents. God has given | him 
to the utmoſt o of his power ; relying 1 there- 
fore upon God, it is the buſineſs and the 
pleaſure of his life to be adding every day 
to his improvements. The exhortati | 
which the apoſtle JP to Timothy, he * 
takes continually to him elf, 9 5 
upon theſe things, give thyſe elf 1 whall i them, 
475 thy 1115 fring 9 e to al 1. * 


| ſhare of preparation. and improvement: may 
be requiſite in every ituation in which A 
miniſter is placed, 21 in preaching even 
to the loweſt and the. ſeaſt diſcerning Ar 
of mankind. Was the Hole « end of A mini- 
ſter's profeſſion to agguit Hg to the 
approhation and the Jiking « of his people, 
to gratify their taſte, or to raiſe { ſome 1455 
porary emotions in their minds; 30 fl ah this, 
1 1 Tim. jv. 2 7 
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in many situations, very ſmall im rove- 


ments might ſuffice ; nay, oftentimes the 


meaneſt talents, and the moſt inſipid and 
abſurd performances, are, in this way, able 


to procure the higheſt popularity. But! it 
is a different thing to perſuade our people 
to reſiſt their ſinful paſſions, and amend 
the evil of their ways, to turn them from” 
darkneſs unto light, and from the power of 
Satan unto God. Though no man is of 


himſelf ſufficient for theſe things, yet it 


is allowed by all, that there are certain 
qualifications and improvements belonging 
to the profeſſion of a miniſter, by which 
he is prepared to be the inſtrument of 
God in promoting theſe deſigns : and, if 
this is owned, it will perhaps be found to 
be a conſequence, that, in order to pro- 
mote them, an equal ſhare of theſe quali- 
fications may be requiſite in add refling. the 


hearts of men, in every rank of life ; for 
in this way it will be found, that their 


; deute are equally ſhut yn the efficacy 


of 


$ * % 
* a 


ofa Minifer of the obe. 229 


of the goſpel, and with equal difficulty 
brought into ſubjection and captiuity to Je- 


| ſus Chriſt, The converſion of a prince, 


or of a-peaſant, from their peculiar habits, 
of iniquity, are, I believe, with equal c dif- 
ficulty to be atchie ven. 25 
It may be further added on this 1 | 
that a miniſter's being qualified, in the 
manner above deſcribed, will prompt him, 


with invariable conſtancy and fortitude, to 


declare unto his people the whole council: 
of God. He will faithfully and fairly ſet. 
before them the whole extent of their re- 
ligious and moral obligations, and with all 
that minuteneſs and detail with which they 
are delivered in the ſacred ſcriptures, and. 
which he ſees the circumſtances of his 
people may require. No averſion which 
their ignorance, their prejudice, or ſinful. 
paſſions, | may ſuggeſt on this account, no 


unpopular injurious epithets, that may be 


given him as a legal or a moral preacher, 
will prevail ”_ him either to conceal or 


"A. Jy 
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to ditgulfe any part of that « divine religion 
upon which; with the deepeſt earrieſthels, 
he founds he proſpect of his own fal- 
vation. He will arch; With all the Miz 
gence aid candour that he can, the Holy 
Bible, look for genuine religion there, 
and Korn thenee; rather than from 1 
human ſyſtem upon earth, learn what he 
is to teach as a minifter of Chriſt, : 
3G It was obſerved on this head, that 
being the falt of the earth, in the ſehſe | 
ens explained, will not only prompt 
4 miniſter to exert the talents God has 
given him, to the beſt advantage in bis 
power, for abſwering the ends of his pro- 
feffivn; but will give him à peculiar talent 
of inſtruction, of great importance to the 
ſucceſs of his miniſtry, of Which he Cün- 
not be 6therwiſe 3 The great db. 
jects of religion, u which the wee calls 
the things of Gol, cannot be perceived 
in their proper light ; their diprity, import- 
ace and extent, cannot be DG but 


by 


of « Ar of the e 


ther can be know them, becauſe they are 


ſpiritually | diſcerned. Hence it is, that 


moral and religious obligations, and the 
laws of Chriſtian piety and virtue, when 
explained in their genuine and full ex- 
tent, are uſually regarded by the vici- 
ous part of mankind as empty fictions, 
which exiſt only in the fancy of recluſe 
and viſionary men; and all pretenſions to 
that piety and goodneſs which the goſpel 
hath preſcribed, are treated. by them ai 
as deluſion or hypocriſy. 


To this it was owing, that the Phari- 


ſees, + who were covetous, derided the 
inſtructions of our Saviour, on the love 


of God and the contempt of this preſent 
world. The ſentiments which he expreſſ- 


ed, being totally above the comprehenſion 


by him who is * and pure in OW? 
The natural man receives them not, nei- 


of their covetous and ſelfiſh minds, and 
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232 The Character and Obligations 
in themſelves, were, therefore, treated by 
them as ridiculous and fanciful. To this 
alfo it was owing, that the piety and puri- 
ty of life which the apoſtles taught the 
Gentile world, and ſupported by the doc- 
trine of a crucified Redeemer, was rejected 
by the Greeks, at that time the moſt 
. enlightened nation upon earth, as abſur- 
dity and . fooliſhneſs. The apoſtle Paul 
gives this account of it. I the goſpel, 
ſays he, be hid; if its wiſdom, its im- 
portance, and excellence be hid, it is hid 
to them whoſe minds the God of this world 
| bath blinded, whoſe moral and religious 
ſenſe of things has been darkened and de- 
baſed by the impreſſions of this world. | 
Tf this now be a juſt repreſentation of the 
matter, the inference is obvious, that a 
teacher of religion, who has no- expe- 
rience of its purifying power upon him- 
| ſelf, is not in poſſeſſion of that peculiar 
talent of inſtruction which belongs to his 


* 2 Cor, iv. 3. 
pro- 


emen en eb. a 


profeſſion. Religion has not yet appeared 


to him in that light in which it is perceiv- 
ed when it makes its way into the heart 
of man. In the language of the apoſtle ; 
* God has not ſhined into his heart to give him 
the light of the knowledge of his glory. Be- 
ing deſtitute of this peculiar light, when 
he attempts to repreſent the things of God, 
he muſt do it from a light and knowledge 
which is not his own ; like a man who 

never ſaw, when, by the force of imita- 
tion, he deſcribes the viſible creation with- 
out any juſt ideas of the things which | he 
deſcribes. | 
Was religion aodifng more than a theo- 
ry of ſpeculative truth, to be ſeated in the 
heads of men, the moral and religious dif- 
poſitions of its teachers would not' be of 


ſo much conſequence. But the religion 
which a miniſter is called to teach, is a 


practical and moral thing, the intention of 
nien! is to purify the — . man; and, 


P 


*2 Cor, i iv. 6. 
there- 
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therefore, cannot be fully underſtood and 
taught but by what the apoſtle calls the 
ſpiritual diſcernment, or by that light of 
underſtanding which is directed by the 
ſentiments of a devout and honeſt heart. 
An accurate and extenſive knowledge of 
the evidence and doctrines of religion, and 
a regular education, in various important 
parts of human learning, are indeed indiſ- 
penſably required, but not alone ſufficient 
to qualify the teacher of religion. In the 
fine arts, it is not by ſtudied rules, or by 
critical remarks, at leaft it is not by theſe | 
alone, that one is qualified to perceive their 
peculiar excellence, or to feel thoſe deli- 
cate enjoyments they are fitted to commu- 
nicate, To the knowledge of the rules of 
art, there muſt be joined that internal ſenſe 
of beauty which is called a taſte, and 
that peculiar ſenſibility which is originally 
Planted by the Author of our nature, -and 
is cultivated by acquaintance with the beſt 
B 
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examples of the kind. Thus too it is in 
the holy and divine aft of life itſelf. 


To all which it is to be added, that this 


internal preparation of the heart is what 
alone will enable the teacher of religion 


to attain that natural, ſimple, and perſua- 


five eloquence, with which the goſpel 
ſhould be taught, In every kind of com- 


poſition, or diſcourſe, genuine and real 


eloquence is the language of the heart, or 
the natural expreſſion of thoſe ſentiments, 
and feelings, which the ſubject, on which 
it is employed, is fitted to inſpire and 


the immediate effect of it is to leave the | 


minds of thoſe, to- whom it is. addreffed, 


filled with that ſame idea and pe | 


which the author bad conceived and felt 


within himſelf, Hence it follows, that 


the great objects of religion muſt be pre- 
viouſly. ſeen and felt, in their genuine dig- 


nity and moment, ere they can be repre- 


ſented with that natural and ſimple elo- 


quence, which is fitted to enlighten Ind | 


hn 


affect the heart. . 
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In this natural and Intereſting manner, 
was the Chriſtian religion firſt "repealed. 
In the goſpel, as it lies before us in the 
diſcourſes of our bleſſed Lord, we meet 
with nothing of that laboured eloquence 
which is the mark of human art, and tends 
rather to excite a vain applauſe and admi- 
ration of the art itſelf, than a ſerious im- 
preflion of the things themſelves which it is 
deſigned to repreſent; nor do we find here, 
that laboured, artificial arrangement of ſpe- 


culative truths in which the wiſdom and 


philoſophy of man diſplays itſelf, 'Jeſus 
was, in this reſpect, a ſingular inſtructor; 
—and it is not difficult to ſee the cauſe, 
He did not give his goſpel to the world as 
a curiouſly inveſtigated theory, the work of 
genius and art, but as a doctrine which he 
had from God, and which proceeded im- 
mediately from the dictates of that grace 


and truth with which he was inſpired. The 


holy laws of life which he preſcribed, the 


heavenly ſentiments of wiſdom which he 
| ſtudied 
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ſtudied to imprint upon the hearts of men, 
he copied from the virtues of his own 
heart, as their pureſt ww moſt beautiful 
originals. 

On this aceount, a man of a 8 
and unbiaſſed mind will be able to perceive 
a mighty difference betwixt the goſpel, as 
it lies before us in its native and original 
ſimplicity, and thoſe deſcriptions that'are 
given of it in the laboured artificial forms 
into which it has been 'modelled by the 
hand of man; a difference not unlike to 
what is found in all the other works of 
God and man. The works of God are 
ſolemn and majeſtic, and by their inex- 
preſſible grandeur and ſimplicity, enlarge 
and elevate the heart. The works of men, 
though modelled by the niceſt art and ſkill, 


are but little and diminutive, and, how- 


ever they may amuſe the fancy, ſeldom 
raiſe any great or elevating emotions in 
the heart. For this reaſon, it might at 
leaſt deſerve inquiry, if it would not bet- 
| | ter 


| ＋ 
* 
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ter ſerve the original intentions of the gg- 
wel to repreſent it to the world, as nearly 
48 poſſible, in that artleſs and diving ſims 
plicity, in which it was delivered by its 
| bleſſed Author, rather than as a lahoured 
: theory of ſpeculative truths, curiouſly di- 
King uthed and eg IP to the 
rules of human art. 5 
HI. It was propoſed, in the laſt place, 
to confider the importance of a miniſter's 
being qualified for the duties of his office, 
in the manner above deſcribed, in the view 
of that comfort and advantage which it will 
afford himſelf. Having already taken up 
mo much of your time, I:ſhall at ff 
long on this particular. 
The happineſs of every ae 1 
chiefly from the hopes and projects bit 
it opens to the minds of men. It is a con- 
Rant ſucceſſion and variety of theſe. which 
conſtitutes the charm of human induſtry, 
in eyery ſphere of life. But the teacher 
of religion, who is not * By ale 
| power 
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power of, it himſelf, muſt be . cut 
off from this fountain of enjoyment. The 
duties of his office muſt become a tedious 
and infipid round of infignificant employ- 
ments, to which no animating hope or pro- 
ject is annexed, eſpecially in a church, 
where there is ſo very little to favour the 
projects, either of ambition, or of avariee. 
To which it may be added, that in order 
to preferve che decorum of his character, 
he muſt often put himſelf to a painful and 
unnatural reſtraint, and be forced to a 
ſeverity of manners, Which he fecrotly 
contemns. 
But:heawho is diſpoled, from the plot 
goodneſs. of this heart, to do the du- 
ties of his office, will draw from them the 
higheſt fatisfaRion and delight. They are 
immediately ſuited to the taſte and tem- 
per of his mind, and ſuggeſt the moſt inte- 
reſting and -enlivening-proje& upon earth; 
no leſs than that of being a fellow- worker 
with almighty God, and the bleſſed Jeſus, 


in i 


In — the Jnqnartal barpianſs: of 
men. Hence the - apoſtle Paul. expreſſ 


ſo auch - been ine ee dif 4 


e e moves me, a e 
1 life dear unto myſelf, - ſo that I might finiſh 
y courſe” -with.joy, and the miniſtry which [ 
have received of the Lord Feſus e 15 10h. 
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I might further obſerve, e eee 
and character, above deſeribed, will beſt 
enable a miniſter to overcome the diffi- 
culties and diſcouragements he may meet 
with in the courſe of his profeſſion, or to 


bear them wir tranquillity. Difficulties 


and diſcouragements, of various kinds, are 
ſcareely to be avoided in the office of the 
ere Licentiouſneſs and infidelity cre- 
ate averſion to the character, and diſpoſe 
the vicious part of mankind to depreciate 
or oppoſe it. Unreaſonable prejudices, 
likewiſe, may ariſe inst a miniſter bin 
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ks, 


ſelf, from the ignorance, and: folly of his 
people. Nothing, however, like the cha- 
rater above deſcribed, will, ſo effectuallx 
tend to ſoften and remove. theſe prejudices, 
and change averſion into friendſhip; and ; 
eſteem; or if this cannot be done, - as, poſ- 
ſibly may be the caſe, with ſome perſons 
of a dark, ſullen, and ſuſpicious nature, 5 
or of a haughty unrelenting heart, yet, in 
ſpite of every prejudice, a noble tranquil- 
lity will be enjoyed by the faithful: mini- 
ſter of Chriſt. The approbation of his own. 
heart, a ſenſe of merited eſteem, and con- 
fidence in the Maſter whom he ſerves, will 
diſarm the power of ignorance, of preju- 
dice, and enmity, and give him an enjoy- 
ment of himſelf, which: they will not be 
able to diſturb. . the apoſtle Paul fo 
this is his W the teſtimony & his con- 
ſcience, that in dee, and godly fmeerity, 
not with fieſoly wiſdom, but by the grace. on 
Gods, he. — = conyerſation in the world. 

+23 Cor. i. 12. \ 
vor. uu. = 1 | might 
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1 might add on this head, FRY pres 
paration of the heart, above-deſcribed, 
is what alone will enable che miniſter of 
Chriſt to maintain a ſteadineſs, and uni- 
formity of conduct, in every circumſtanoe 
ef life, and in ſpite of every temptation 
that occurs. On the one hand, the 
patronage of men in power may tempt 
him to a ſervile complaiſance, and to make 
an abje& proſtitution of his judgment to 
their influence 3. or, upon the other hand, 
to have the lead and acclamation of the 
multitude, and to be called of them Rabbi, 
| like the Scribes. of old; this may tempt 
him to a mean compliance with their fa» 
vourite ſuperſtitions and abſardities,: But 
the fincere and faithful miniſter. of Chriſt, 
aided by the Maſter whom he ſerves, will 
feel an independency, and Airength- of 
mind, and a ſecurity of comfort from him- 
felf, that will render him ſuperior to theſe 
temptations from the world. Guided by 
the dictates of an honeſt heart, he is 
n Ru 


w 
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therefore uniform. throughout, 5 con- 
ſiſtent with himſelf. in every part of life, 
plaint, he, nevertheleſs, in doing what his 
conſcience, or his judgment have preſcrib- 
ed, is indifferent about the ignorant and 
uncharitable cenſures of the world, knows 
ing, that if he ſought to pleaſe men, at the 

expence of his integrity, 4v add for-be the 
fearvant of Jeſus Ghrift, | 

be as. 


will readily. occur to every one, that the 
ſincere and faithful miniſter of Chriſt muſt 


feel a peculiar happineſs and fatisfaRian 
in the duties of his miniſtry, from the 
proſpect of that glorious reward which the 
Mafter, whom he ſerves, has promiſed to 
beſtow upon his faithful ſervants; for he 
knows, * that when the abig, Shepherd al 
appear, ann een 


1e. vic 4. De In 
R 2 I have 


I have thus usted to deſenbe 
the importance of the character denoted 
by our Saviour's expreſſion in the text; 
and ſhall conclude with this remark, That 

there is:a ſpecial circumſtance attending 
the profeſſion of a miniſter, which adds 
greatly to the weight of his peculiar obli- 
gations; viz. that the ſame qualifications, 
which fit him for the duties of his office; 
will add to the goodnefs of his private cha- 
racter, and fit him for being a worthier 
and better man in every circumſtance of 
life. In a different ſituation, a man may 
be diſtinguiſhed in the ſphere of his pro- 
feſſion, while his character, in other cir- 
cumſtances of his life, is but indifferent. 
But, in order to be eminent and uſeful in 
the ſacred character, a man muſt be emi- 
nently wiſe and virtuous in every inſtaneg 
of his conduct: and by the ſame means by 
which he ſtudies to promote the everlaſting 


intereſts of __ _ he moſt effectually 
. 2 21 ſecures 
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ſecures his own; hence that important ad- 
monition, which the apoſtle gives to Timo- 
thy, + Take heed unto thyſelf, and to thy doe- 
trine, continue in them ; for in doing this, thou 
Halt both ſave thyſelf and them that hear thee. 


11 Tim, iv. 26, 
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To THE 5 
MINIS T E R. 
"Dave Sin, 


ys UR own linen and a 
ence might excuſe me from addreſ- 
fing you, in particular, on this occaſion 3 
nor ſhall I take upon me to offer any 
thing relating to the duties of your mi- 
niftry in general. I only beg leave to ſug- 
geſt a few things with relation to the 
exerciſe of it, in the place where Provi- 
dence has now fixed your lot, as I may, 
1 preſumption, be ſuppoſed to be 
R 4 better 


Ay od. 70 FP et 
e to the Mini ter. 


r 
＋ * 2 8 
EL Oe EE 5 
7 5 3 * 
14 -— -# 
* 
* 


better acquainted with the circumſtarices 


of the miniftry in this Place, than It _ 
fible for you to be. 2 
Sir, In Acdkeenng the il of 2 


goſpel to this people, you will meet with 


a vatiety of characters, beſides the general 
diſtinction, which every where obtains, be · 


tween the righteous and the wicked. To 


men of every character and diſpoſition, as 
far as you are able to mark them in the 
courſe of your experience, you will, no 


doubt, reckon it your duty to adapt the 
inſtructions of the goſpel, ſo as to make 
chem as uſeful as you can, to every one of 


them. I dare to ſay, your own experience 
has led you to obſerve, that general truths, 
wherein all are equally concerned, are not 
ſo apt to make impreſſion on the minds of 
men; men admit them on a curſory undi- 
ſtinguiſhing view of their importance, but 
without drawing | From them any proper 
conſequences for their own inſtructiom in 

8 ular; I Ed the moreſpecial-your 


pe. ] in- 


te: Al a at 8 


" 


_ perſons, I would not adviſe you, without 


The FTE to. the Mini. 8 
instructions are, proyided they are not pere 


ſonal, or dictated by private paſſion, they 


will probably, by the divine bleſſing, be 
the uſefuller. This, if I miſtake it not, 
is rightly to divide the word of truth, and 
to giue e one his en Maſti: Mg 
* * $25 
It is impoſible. * me, at e ta 
en the different characters which 
you will, meet with in the courſe of your 
experience; and each of, which may poſ- 
ſibly require from you, a particular appli- 
cation and addreſs. I ſhall, only mention 
a few of the moſt obvious and leading 
ongs, under which, by proper obſervation, 
all the reſt may be compriſed . 

- Iſt, Lou will meet with ſome who are ta» 
tally: indifferent about religion, and the go: 
ſpel of the Son of God; and with ſome too, 
who under a pretence, though it bę but a 


mere pretence of argument, will attempt to 


juſtify this conduct. In dealing with ſuch 


An 


1 


deſpiſe. Repreſent, withal, the deſperate 
madneſs and depravity of treating the re- 


* 
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an evident neceſlity, i in any caſe;andleaft of 


all when ſpeaking from the pulpit, to en- 


ter into a learned metaphyſical defence-of 
the'truth and authority of the goſpel, It 


is not want of argument, or evidence, 


which is at the bottom of this character; 


but the want of ſeriouſneſs and candour, 
with a concealed averſion to that purity of 

nners which the goſpel has enjoined, 
To ſuch perſons, therefore, you will re- 


preſent, in the cleareft manner that you 
can, on the one hand, the reaſonableneſs 
and wiſdom, the dignity and comfort of a 


reli gious life, and the infinite importance 


of the motives by which it is ſupported in 
the goſpel ; and upon the other hand, the 
folly, the amazing folly of a wicked life ; 
the dreadful: hazard they muſt run, if that 


religion be the truth of God which they 


tion- of indifference or contempt, while 
1 they 
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into the matters which it contains, or ints 
the evidence on which it ftands ; and this | 
you wil! find to be the cafe with' the 
perſons of whom I now ſpenk. Prudent 
and affectionate repreſentations of this na- 
ture, you will find to be the likelieft me- 
thod of removing this aMeRed ignorance 
and infidelity, and of pulling drwn theſe 
firong holds, and high #maginations, which avs 
alt themſelves again th e = A 
nenen of. Jrſur "Cl 2. 

2d, You will meet with ſome e 
not totally indifferent about religion; who 
would indeed be ſhocked to hear it openly 
contemnes, who: wih to be religious in \ 
their o eſtrem, and imagine they have 
ſuch a.ſhare of piety ds may ſecure accrpt: 
ance” Wich their Maker ; but with whom 
you-will feet with very ſuperficial and 
Imperfect views of its real: nature and of 
fects. Fou know, Sit, and the reverend 


"Vitor undi Brethrenz bere preſent know, 
that 


Her. 
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value and importance. Agreeably to this, 
you' will meet with a religion. modelled. to 
the taſte and faſhion of the preſent age 
conſiſtin g chiefly in a freedom from, noto- 
rious and groſſer crimes, and an outward 
order and civility of manners; but in 

| which you will. unhappily deſiderate that 
exalted purity and Piety of 11 e the 
goſpel hath enjoined, = * , 

To ſuch perſons you will eckity: it 
your dury: to ſet, in the cleareſt light you 
can, the whole extent and power of pure 
and-undefiled religion, as recorded in the 


r 3 to aſſure. them it is ſomething 
. more 


that in the thoughts of ſuperficial inat the * 
tive minds, religion is ready to rective 4 N 
peculiar tincture from the taſte and faſhion þ 
of the times in Which they live: that, i 
by this influence, a ſhew of innocence is 3 
given to certain crimes which are; in $ 
themſelves, of the moſt odious and hutt- 7 
ful kind; and an apology is made for the 0 
neglect of. certain duties, of the highelt- 
t 

1 


life, which may juſtify 7 2 pon * hs 
world : that it has a ſecret and unſeen ef- 
fect in purifying the heart of man, and in 
raiſing up, the, affections of bis ſoul to God: 3 
that, in the language of the goſpel, it 54 
renovation of t the ſpirit of the mind of man 3 
a walking with God; 4 living. by the faith of, 
the Son of God; and our being, made, partakers 
of t, the divine nature. Having placed before 
their view this pure and perfect ſtandard of 
the Chriſtian life, in all its parts, and in 
all its elevation and extent, you will, point 
out thoſe criminal defects into which they 
are miſled by t the prevailing ſentiments and 
| cuſtom of the times: : aſſuring them wal thal 
that nothing | but an habitual . predominant 
endeavour, to arrive, as near as poſſible, to 
the perfect ſtandard, will avail them in the 
ſight of God, or create the evangelical ſin⸗ 
cerity, wh ich he hath. promiſed, to accept 
for Jeſus? fake. 1a this manner, Sir, you 


know, our Saviour taught the age in 
2 | which 
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which: he n his en * on ce 
mount. r. haul 
3d, You will meet nu W in 
the- language of the apoſtle James, ſeem. 
ligion; and among theſe, I muſt, in cha- 
rity, believe, many who are ſerious aceord - 
and zeal is, in many things, maſt unhappi- 
ly miſplaced: who, unfortunately forthema 
kelves, and as unfortunately for the world, 
employ the. ſtrongeſt efforts of their zeal 
about matters which have no connexion, 
or but a very remote connexion with the 
vital and ſubſtantial parts of true religion 
who, eager about forms, are apt to let the 
power of podlineſs flip: from under them'$ 
who, contending far: the means, loſe fight 
df the end itſelf ; and, which is ftill amore 
deplorable miſtake, are apt, without _ 

ſerving it, to mix a: ſpirit of ſeverity and 
1 of calumny and wrath, | and ne 
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the worſt of human paſſions, with he, el 
forts of their zel. 

To deal with be of this 1 
you will find to be the moſt delicate and 
difficult part of your employment, Their 
violence. This will but rivet them the 
deeper in their baſoms ;; and, though you 
may intend the kindeſt oſſice in your power, 
you will, in this way, provoke their bit- 
terneſs againſt yourſelf. It is here then, 
you will chiefly have occaſion for the con- 
duct of that wiſdom which cometh from 
above, and of what the apoſtle, with ſo 
much beauty and eee has en 
the meekneſs of wiſdom. 

But while you treat chair errors 15. 
ie with the meekneſs and gentleneſs. 
of Chriſt, you will treat them alſo with. 

the candour and fincerity which becomes. 
2a miniſter of Chriſt, Who, iy manifefia+ 

tion. of the truth, . wultl commend him 


withdrawsthute? aniſoided ee and 


zeal; from the ſhadow to the ſubſtanet. . 
You will teach them to beware of reſting 


. to convinee them, that nd e 
they may vein view no ᷑auſe in whiehlt 
they are embarked, how; ſacred ſoever it 
may ſeem to be, will ever Juftify- unchrif. 
tian means, or give either fandity or in. 
nocende to the pride and wrath of m mY 
You will further repreſent, hat 1 do in 
charity believe would have a mighty in 


Huence with ſome; could they be-brovght 


to'iſce it, that: if the zeal of Chriſtians 1 
not pointed to its proper r pointed 
to whatever end, — if it prompts them to 
tranſgreſs or vilify the everlaſting Jaw 
truth, equity, — charity — F it it 
Cal IEP a Tas 


m means ee Place of the 
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Leak — heir ante ! who are net 
only ſincere in the, pr reli 
but ie 6 plginel of FY — — 


thath Fruits 75 —— act. en 6 
Cbriſi, to the praiſe and glory of God, 
3 bebo 


ment... All you have.to da, is to comfort 
and. confirm them in their well choſeg- 
courſe ; and to prompt them to proceed to 
farther progreſs and improvement in the 
virtues of the Chriſtian life, e 1 WHT 

I have thus, Sir, taken the freedom to 
lay before you a general ſketch of the 
different characters which you will meet 

Vor. * 8 with 
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bed A e Mme 0 röb ah 
eaſe" in ebery otket Popukses Cottlihaity: 
You wilt RAY, h ds; à Pret wi 


#9418th of peel bfg ties ing 
"Me alfferent AMISH?" BF FtUr® pecpte 
froth their age, their förkuffe, tHe lüften 
6-H ey ard emploi, their Hutt] 
Telitfens to dich Bther; and che like. Tb 
bach of theſe, you vill And it er import: 
| Afb do adapt the inſtructions Uf the g6. 
wel, inculcating on eich of them their 
reſpeRive and peculiar obligatiohs; and 
Pbihring out their peculiar danger und 
Miſtakes: This, vod will remember; the 
apoſtle Paul, in the directions which he 
Vives to Titus *, expreſsly calls: the ching: 


fore, he ſays, a miniſter ſhould ſpe. 
But your own obſervation and experi- 

. the Holy Bible, which is always th 
1 Tit l 1. ; 1 5 a4 
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